07/ 08/ 1998
Asian Rally has sonething for everyone

Abdul | ah Vong

THE Asian Rally is a totally different format fromthe normal FlA format
and it is could be a winner because it caters for the enthusiast, not just
the rich factory teanms, and it has sonething for everybody.

VWiile therally is not affiliated with FIA the organisers of the Wrld
Ral | y Chanpi onshi p, the Ml aysi an Associ ati on of Mdtoring (MAM are not
undul y pert urbed.

"W don't depend on big works teans. We're catering nore for the
ent husi asts. The Asian Rally conbi nes el enents of speed |ike Paris-Dakar,
adventure |like the Canel Trophy, and tourism" said MAM secretary Steven

"In addition to the mandatory rally specs like full roll cage and four-
poi nt harness, the trucks nust have winch, and full recovery gear
i ncludi ng snatch straps, choker chain, and nud tyres," added event
di rector Thomas Foo.

"W are al so concerned about safety and on that point, we have nore than
500 border police on duty on the special stage between Surat Thani and Hua
H n (in southern Thailand). This is a nountai nous and jungle stretch which
runs very close to the Myanmar border.

"These kinds of events are so expensive to run, but because it is an

amat eur event, enthusiasts are willing to enter, and the participating
countries |l ove the organi sers because these areas have so much touri st
potential ."

The ei ght-day event which will be flagged of f tonmorrow night by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at Dataran Merdeka will finish in
Chi angmai

There are 42 conpetitors with the top contenders for the Prine
M ni ster's Chal | enge Trophy bei ng Zai nal Abidin Sabli from Sabah, Rod
Jones from Australia, Vivat Aieolek fromThail and and Sei chiro Kataoka
from Japan.

The Asian Rally was first held as a normal car rally from Singapore to
Vientiane in 1962, the days when cars |like the Volvo 122S were dom nat ed.

The FI A (Federation International e Autonobiles) 4x4 offroad format is a
chanpi onship series of seven rallies starting with the Paris-Dakar. The
Australian Safari which was run over 11 days and 4, 000-5, 000km was part of
the champi onship series until it was discontinued in 1996.

The next in ternms of challenge and significance are the Atlas Rally in
North Africa and the UAE Desert Rally.

The rest of the FIA Wrld Chanpionship series are basically only weekend
affairs with none of the challenge and thrills of the Paris-Dakar or the
Atl as.

O the non-chanpionship FIA events, there are really none left worth
tal ki ng about except in tones of nostal gia.

And now cones the Asian Rally.
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