19/ 11/ 1998

Assenbl ynen rap Gore, Al bright

JOHOR BARU, Wed. - Johor State Assenbl ynen | ashed out at US Vice- President
Al CGore and Secretary of State Madel eine Al bright for "gross interference”
in Mal aysia's donmestic affairs.

At the State Legislative Assenbly today, the nenbers al so passed a
speci al notion expressing their loyalty and support for Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

Speaker Datuk Ali Hassan adj ourned proceedings to allow nenbers to
respond to CGore's speech on Monday ni ght.

Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman condemed Gore for his remarks,
saying it was a deliberate attenpt by the USto incite trouble in
Mal aysi a.

He said by condoning street violence and riots, the US was encour agi ng
people to riot. "H's speech was delibrately ained at discrediting the
Mal aysi an Government and inciting trouble so that those backing the
reformasi novenent would continue with their illegal denonstrations."

US' support for the reformasi novenent, he said, showed that the US was
agai nst Mal aysi a's denocratically-el ected Governnent and Dr Mahathir

He said that by supporting street violence, the US was not sincere in
wanting to help Asia recover fromthe econonic crisis.

CGhani said Gore chanpi oned hurman ri ghts when the US had the worst human
rights record in the world, as reported by Amesty International.

He said the Johor Governnent woul d continue to support Dr Mahathir's
| eadership as it believed he could | ead the country out of the economc
downt ur n.

Khatijah Mohd Som ( BN- Pul ai Sebat ang) sai d Mal aysi an | eaders shoul d have
been nore forceful in expressing their displeasure at Al bright when she
first comented on forner Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahinms
arrest.

State Housing, Small and Medi um Scal e I ndustri es and Local Governnent
Conmi ttee chai rman Adam Abdul Hanmi d al so expressed anger and
di sappoi nt nent over Gore's remarks and Al bright's nmeeting with Anwar's
wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan |snmail
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