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By: Sal ny Hashim

NEW YORK, Sept 15 (Bernamm) -- The Ml aysia Associ ation of Anmerica on
Monday pl edged full support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s decision to dismss Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas deputy prine
m nister and finance mnister in national interest.

The associ ati on, made up of Ml aysi an Chi nese working and residing in
New York, al so expressed confidence in Dr Mahathir's stewardship to steer
Mal aysi a out of the current econom c woes.

"We fully support the neasures taken by the Ml aysi an governnment in
facing the current challenges and we stand solidly behind Datuk Seri (Dr
Mahathir)," said associatiion chairman K S. Bong in a letter to the prine
m ni ster.

Bong handed over the letter to International Trade and Industry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz who | aunched on Monday a sem nar here on
busi ness opportunities in Ml aysia.

Jointly organi sed by the Ml aysi an I ndustrial Devel opnent Authority
(M DA) and MATRADE, the Mal aysi an external trade corporation, the sem nar
was attended by executives of United States conpanies fromthe various
sectors.

Rafi dah is scheduled to take the seminar to other major Anerican cities
i ke Chicago, Boston and Houston fromtonorrow till Friday.

In a dial ogue session, she explained to the businessnen and investors
that Anwar's expul sion was because of a norality problemand not due to
di sagreenment between Anwar and Dr Mahathir over political or economc
matters.

"As in any country, the chief executive has the authority to hire or
fire - that's his right,"” Rafidah said.

It was also a nove that had the full support of the Ml aysi an Cabi net
and Umo nenbers, she said

Raf i dah said Anwar, whom she referred to as "nmy dear ex-student," had

violated a set of values and the reason for the firing " is valid and
conpel I'i ng".

Anwar was one of her students when she taught at the University of
Mal aya.

Raf i dah, who is also a nenber of the Umo Supreme Council, said the

council had the right to dismss Anwar fromthe party due to his
i nproprieties.

"We've all owed Anwar to defend hinself, we've listened to him -
unfortunately we're not convinced,"” she said.

The council had asked Anwar to resign fromhis position as deputy party
president and withdraw voluntarily fromthe party, but when he refused,
counci |l menbers voted unani nously to sack him she added.
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