13/ 11/ 1998
Associ ati on set to boost KL-Bangkok ties

Radzi Sapi ee

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Mal aysi a-Thail and rel ati ons got a boost today with
the formation of the Ml aysia Thail and Associ ati on, enabling both
countries to work together to enhance co-operation in various areas,

i ncl udi ng econony.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said the MIA woul d
compl enent its counterpart, the Thail and Mal aysi a Associ ati on, whi ch was
establ i shed on Sept 17 in Thail and.

"Mal aysi a and Thail and are cl ose nei ghbours. Apart fromsharing a conmon
border, both share nunerous cultural, social and religious affinities that
have bound our peopl e together.

"Thus both the MIA (in Kuala Lunpur) and the TMA i n Bangkok can play a
nmeani ngful role to focus their objectives on econom c and conmer ci al
initiatives besides striving for social and cultural ones," he said.

Abdul | ah' s speech was read by his deputy Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad who
was at the launching of the association at the Thai enbassy in Jal an
Ampang. Al so present were Thai Anbassador to Mal aysia Suchitra
Hi ranprueck, MIA president Tan Sri Ahnad Kanil|l Jaafar and TMA presi dent
Tan Sri Kasem Kasensri .

Abdul | ah said the proposal to establish an association to bring together
Mal aysi ans and Thais was nooted by forner Thai Prine M nister Banharn
Sil pa-Archa during a visit to Malaysia in 1996.

The proposal was subsequently endorsed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad and current Thai Prime M nister Chuan Leekpai during the
fornmer's visit to Thailand in April.

On a nostal gic note, Abdullah said Thail and was one of the few countries
that Mal aysia first established diplomatic relations with i mredi ately
after i ndependence.

He said the MIA woul d have t he advantage of a | arge network of contacts
fromwhi ch they coul d devel op and i ncrease busi ness opportunities and work
t owar ds boosting the econonies of both countri es.

He al so expressed his confidence in the association, saying that it
woul d be successful in fostering closer relations and better understandi ng
bet ween t he peopl es of the Mal aysia and Thai | and.
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