19/ 11/ 1998

PM We won't reviewrelations with US despite Gore's remarks

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said Ml aysia woul d
not reviewits relations with the United States of Anerica despite Vice-
President Al Gore's remarks whi ch many Mal aysi ans vi ewed as gross
interference in the country's donestic affairs.

The Prime M nister was asked whether ties between the two countries had
been affected by CGore's remarks at the Apec Business Summit di nner on
Monday when the Anerican | eader had praised the reformasi novement,
describing the protesters as the "brave peopl e of Ml aysia".

As far as Mal aysia was concerned, there was no change in rel ations
between the two countries, Dr Mahathir said at a Press conference at the
cl ose of the Apec Leaders sunmmt at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses.

Asked whet her he agreed that Gore was trying to make a point that for
econom es facing financial crisis to get out of the problemthey would
have to be nore transparent and denocratic, Dr Mahathir said:

"Well, | don't understand that part of his speech ... that speech has
al ready been nmade and | don't need to say anything nore," said Dr
Mahat hir, who was al so asked whet her Mal aysi a was consi deri ng taki ng
action against the US simlar to the "Buy British Last" policy in 1982
whi ch saw Mal aysia putting British goods and services last on its
procurenent |ist.

Dr Mahathir replied that there was no proposal "to buy anything last".

Asked whet her he shared Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw 's st at enent
that Mal aysi ans would hold the United States accountable for any rupture
of harnmony arising fromthe "irresponsible incitenment", Dr Mhathir said:
"I stand by ny Foreign Mnister."

Dr Mahathir said that he did not discuss Malaysia's political situation
with Gore.

Asked what he thought of Apec | eaders including Canadian Prine M nister
Jean Chretien who had decided not to neet himprivately during the sunmt,
Dr Mahathir said: "I think the Canadian Prine Mnister spoke to ne ... and
| spoke to him"

Asked whether it was appropriate for Chretien to have called off the
bilateral talks, the Prime Mnister said he could not neet all the
| eaders. "There are 20 of themand | could only neet a nunmber of them" he
sai d.

He was al so asked whether it was humliating that there were
denmonstrati ons when Queen Elizabeth visited Mal aysia for the Cormonweal t h
Ganes in Septenber.

"No ... we see denonstrations everywhere. Both tinmes | was in Vancouver
there were a | ot of denonstrations during the CHOGM and the | ast Apec," he
sai d.

On the other hand, the Prime Mnister said one Apec | eader told himthat
he was surprised not to see soldiers or tanks along the road and that the
| eaders were able to travel freely.

"The | eader said the Press made it seemthat the place was up in flanes
and there were riots but he did not see anything. This was one of the
| eaders. Not one of the friendly | eaders ... one of the less friendly
ones," he added.

( END)
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