13/ 11/ 1998

ATM access for Tabung Haji depositors planned

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - Lenbaga Tabung Haji depositors will be able to use
automatic teller machines to conduct transactions by the year 2000,
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hnman
sai d.

He said a conputer software conpany had been appointed to devel op a
progranmme whi ch woul d be used to conduct Tabung Haji transacti ons.

"There are now about 3.4 million depositors and some of them save a | ot
of noney, including all their pay, with the board and ATM nachi nes woul d
be very useful to them" he said.

The board will appoint a |ocal bank to nanage the ATM machi nes.

Abdul Hami d said Tabung Haji coll ected about RM2 billion fromdepositors
annual ly and the figure had reached RVM2.4 billion as at Cctober.

He said this to reporters after a neet-the-people session organi sed by
the Alor Star Umo division here.

However, Abdul Hami d said depositors would not be allowed to w thdraw
all their noney once the ATMfacility was introduced as a fixed anount
woul d be set aside for themto performtheir Haj.

He said the ATMfacility would al so be introduced in Mecca for Ml aysi an
pilgrins.

Earlier, at a simlar function in Sik, Abdul Ham d said the people
shoul d not resort to street denonstrations to show their dissatisfaction
over issues.

To a question during a dial ogue session with governnent enpl oyees at the
Sik district office, Abdul Hami d said the peopl e should not m sinterpret
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s deci sion to becone the
First Finance Mnister as an act of greed.

He said Dr Mahathir was possibly holding on to the post because he
feared others may use it to gain support in next year's Umo el ecti ons.

"He is holding the post to be fair to Umo nenbers... the reason is
because the post is a very influential and inportant one.
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