18/ 03/ 1998
Dr M accorded Atsum nmaster buil ders award

Fadzi| Gnazali

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad was | ast night conferred the prestigi ous
i nternational | FAWPCA- Atsumi Award in recognition of his contribution to
the construction industry.

In accepting the "master builders” award at a dinner held in conjunction
with the International Federation of Asian and Western Pacific
Contractors' Associations (I FAWPCA) convention in Kuala Lunmpur, the Prine
M ni ster said he has never been a contractor or actually built anything,
and that his involvenent in construction activities was |argely confined
to asking people to build things.

"Fortunately, they have succeeded. The nega projects seen in Ml aysia
are not my own... they are a dreamof this country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said al though these projects have sonetinmes been dubbed as
"mega", they are in fact rather snmall when conpared to the infrastructure
proj ects undertaken in nmany other countries.

"The new airport (in Sepang), occupying 10ha of land, is one of the
bi ggest airports anywhere in the world and costs sone US$4 billion (US$1 =
RM3.78) to build. But there is one airport in another country which costs
US$20 billion... it is five times bigger," he added.

The | FAWPCA secretariat, based in Manila, chose Dr Mahathir as the
reci pent of the award for his | eadership and being the prine nover for the
construction of various big projects in Ml aysia, including the Penang
Bri dge, North-South Expressway, Kuala Lunpur Tower, Petronas Twi n Towers,
Li ght Rail Transport network, Kuala Lunmpur International Airport, Second
Li nk, Putrajaya, Cyberjaya and Mul tinedi a Super Corri dor.

The | FAWPCA- At suni was instituted in 1993 at a convention of the
federation in Tokyo by the | ate Takeo Atsuni, a world renowned master
bui | der who had contributed significantly towards the devel opnent of the
gl obal construction industry.

He served 15 years as president of the Overseas Construction Association
of Japan Inc and was a lifetine nenber of | FAWPCA

Atsum was also instrunmental in the formation of the Confederation of
International Contractors Associations, where he served a two-year termas
presi dent.

The award, presented at every | FAWPCA convention, was created to accord
recognition to outstanding person or persons for rendering neritorious
services in the pronotion of the construction industry.

Dr Mahathir was presented the award, which also carries a cash prize of
US$3, 000, by Madam I tsuko, Atsum's wi dow.

In jest, the Prime Mnister said Ml aysians are "snmal| people trying to
do things to cheer thensel ves up."

"W are trying to cheer ourselves up at this point of tinme when the
construction sector is facing problens," he said, adding that by
post poni ng sone projects, it hoped that confidence in the country will be
restored.
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