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Mahat hi r - Pr ot on
DR M SAYS M SI A HAS ATTAI NED H GH ENG NEERI NG STANDARDS | N CAR- MAKI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 12 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today paid tribute to the high standard of engi neering achi eved by
t he national car manufacturer, Proton.

Thi s achi evenrent had enabl ed Mal aysians to attain conpetence in other
engi neering fields alike, he said at the |aunch of the new 2.0 Proton
Perdana V6 and Satria GIi 1.8 here.

He expressed the hope that Ml aysia's engineering capability could
i nprove to the sane | evel of devel oped countries.

Since the launch of the first Proton car in 1985, he said Perusahaan
O onpbi | Nasi onal Bhd (Proton) had made nmuch headway not only in production
but also in coming up with its own designs and bodywork.

In the early stages, Proton could only produce 13 per cent of |oca
conponents but with the high commtnent of its suppliers and vendors, |oca
content had now al nost reached 100 per cent.

Dr Mahat hir hoped Ml aysi ans woul d hel p Proton by buying the nationa
car.

"Proton is a Mal aysi an conpany, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment was aware that the people were
har dpressed by the econonmic downturn and this had | ed to poor car sal es.

Hence, the government had eased conditions for car loans to facilitate
pur chases.

Inline with the policy to trimdown inports and to buy |ocally-nade
products, he said the governnent had al so encouraged the people to "Buy
Mal aysi an".

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians were a disciplined | ot and knew their
responsibilities.

"W will succeed if try hard enough,” he added. -- BERNAMA
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