27/ 08/ 1998

Dr Mto attend NAM Summi t i n Dur ban

KUALA LUVMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will head the

Mal aysi an del egation to the 12th Conference of Heads of State or
Governnent of the Non-Aligned Movement from Sept 2 to 3 in Durban, South
Africa.

The Prime Mnister will be acconpani ed by Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi and senior officials fromthe Mnistry, the Prinme
M ni ster's Departnent and the Ml aysi an Hi gh Conm ssion in Pretoria, a
M nistry statenment said today.

The sunmmit will be preceded by a senior officials' nmeeting fromAug 29
to 30, followed by a neeting of the foreign mnisters fromAug 31 to Sept
1.

At the summit, which is held once every three years, South Africa will
t ake over the chairmanship of NAM from Col onbia with effect from Aug 29.

Besi des the 113 NAM countries that will be participating, 18 observer
countries and 27 guest countries are expected to attend.

The sunmit will provide an opportunity for NAMto take stock of the
prevailing international situation, to reflect on the novenent's
achi evenents and to outline its future strategies to neet the chall enges
of the com ng ml!lennium

O her issues in the agenda include the role of NAM United Nations
reform disarmanent and international security, the Mddle East peace
process, the Korean peninsula situation, African problens, the financial
crisis experienced by several NAM countries, globalisation and the risks
it poses to devel oping countries, drug control and the advancenent of
worren' s and human ri ghts.
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