20/ 07/ 1998
Dr Mto |launch Perodua 4x4 and new | ogo

Zur ai mi  Abdul | ah

THE nuch-antici pated Perodua 4X4 will be | aunched on Aug 24 by Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who will simultaneously |aunch the
second national car manufacturer's new corporate | ogo.

After | aunching both the 4X4 and the logo, the Prine Mnister will flag
of f the new nodel for a nationw de roadshow until the National Day
cel ebrati ons on Aug 31.

Perusahaan O onobil Kedua Sdn Bhd managi ng director Datuk Abdul Rahnman
Omar said yesterday a soft launch of the 1.3-litre vehicle will be held on
Aug 1 to all ow buyers to nake booki ngs.

The four-seater, five-door nodel is based on Perodua's partner Dai hatsu
Terios 4X4, and is ained at "people who wants to buy a normal (high-
priced) four-wheel-drive but cannot afford it".

Despite the declining donestic sales, Perodua is confident of receiving
encour agi ng acceptance for the 4X4 in view of its conpetitive pricing and
eye- cat chi ng | ooks.

The conpany hoped to sell sonme 1,000 units of the vehicle per nonth,
Abdul Rahman said during a visit by the New Straits Tinmes Sdn Bhd seni or
officials and reporters to Perodua's plant in Sungai Choh in Serendah,

Sel angor.

The visit was | ed by NSTSB group editor Ahmad A. Talib.

Priced | ower than other 4X4s, the Perodua 4X4 is ained at the passenger
car market, and is likely to be a force to be reckoned with in this market
segnent which is now dom nated by the Proton nodels since the m d-1980s.

The 4X4 conmes in both manual and automatic transm ssion.

The nane of the 4X4 is still not known but it is understood that the
nane will have nothing to do with any ani mal. The conpany has chosen a
nane that better reflects the vehicle's sporty | ooks and for-1Ieisure
pur pose.

Meanwhi | e, Abdul Rahnman said the prevailing econom ¢ and financi al
probl ens had forced Perodua to review its nmedi umterm expansi on progranmme

i ncl udi ng del ayi ng the introduction of a new nodel each year till 2000.
The five-year programme, |aunched early this year, calls for sone RW.3
billion to be invested till 2003 on the introduction of a new nodel each

year begi nning 1998 and construction of nore production |ines, anong
ot hers.

He said the review also i nvol ved the postponenent of Perodua's pl anned
introduction of a one-litre passenger car in the year 2000.

This nodel is expected to use a simlar platformas the "bigger Kancil"
originally planned to be introduced in the year 2000 and woul d have an
850cc engi ne.

However, Abdul Rahman said the conpany's "project X2001" which focused
on the production of a new range of vehicles using the Kancil platform
within three years, would go on as pl anned.

Proj ect X2001 was estinmated to cost RMR250 nmillion and was progressing
wel |, he said.

Under this project, Perodua - which is working with an Italian
engi neering and desi gn house - expects to produce vehicles using its own
technol ogy and expertise by the end of 2001.
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