21/ 07/ 1998

Aussi e Foreign M nister Downer to arrive tonorrow

AUSTRALI AN Foreign M nister M Al exander Downer will visit Ml aysia from
tomorrow until Friday at the invitation of Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahnmad Badaw .

This woul d be Downer's fourth visit to Ml aysia since he was appoi nted
foreign minister in early 1996, Wsma Putra said in a statenment rel eased
i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

"The main purpose of the visit is for the two foreign mnisters to
i dentify new avenues for cooperation with a view to enhancing further
bilateral relations between Ml aysia and Australi a.

"The two foreign mnisters are al so expected to exchange views on
regional and international issues of common interest," the statenent said.
During the visit, Downer will be acconpani ed by advisers and a seni or

of ficial fromthe Departnent of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Besi des neeting Abdul | ah, Downer will make courtesy calls on Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim

He will also call on and hol d di scussions on issues of combn concern
with Mnister of Special Functions in the Prinme Mnister's Departnent Tun
Dai m Zai nuddi n and Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

He will attend a luncheon given in his honour by the Ml aysi a-Australia
Foundati on on Thursday as well as deliver an openi ng address at the
Mal aysi a- Austral i a Busi ness Council annual gal a dinner on the sane day.

Downer and his delegation will leave for Manila on Friday to attend the
Asean mini sterial nmeetings/Post Mnisterial Conferences.
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