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AUSSI E UNI VERSI TI ES TO THE RESCUE OF M SI AN STUDENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 20 (Bernama) -- Wth the depreciation of the ringgit,
several Australian universities have been extendi ng assi stance to nany of
the 14,000 Ml aysi an students by deferring the paynent of fees.

Australian H gh Conm ssioner to Mal aysia Robert Cotton said other
measures include placing themunder the universities' |oan schene.

"So there isn't sort of just one answer, there are a nunber of
answers," he said when asked what steps the Australian governnent is taking
to alleviate the financial woes being faced by Ml aysian students in the
light of the depreciated ringgit against major currencies such as the US
dol I ar.

In an interview with Bernana here yesterday, Cotton said the Australian
universities were aware of the plight and concern of the Ml aysian students
and are taking the necessary neasures to reduce their burden

"(But) much depend on the ability of the institutions and the state
governnents, " he said.

He said Australia and Mal aysia have had | ong-standing ties as far as
educati on was concer ned.

The students' plight is expected to be raised during the neeting
between Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his Australian
counterpart John Howard who will nmake a two-day visit to Ml aysia begini ng
Monday.

It was reported that New Zeal and universities have al so i ntroduced
simlar neasures for Ml aysian and other Asian students.

Cotton said during Howard's visit here, a nunber of agreenents and
menor anda of understandi ng may be signed between the governnments and the
private sector of the two countries.

One such agreenent woul d be between Sunway Col | ege and Australia's
Monash University to set up a branch canpus here.

Cotton said with the setting up of nore branch campuses in Ml aysi a,

Mal aysi ans woul d be able to enjoy a nuch reasonable fee structure.

On the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC), Cotton said a nunber of
Australian firms have shown interest in participating in the project.

He al so said Howard would be briefed on the two Australian conpanies
whi ch have been given MSC status. -- BERNAVA
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