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By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 19 (Bernama) -- Australian Prime Mnister John Howard
will set the stage for renewed Australia-Mlaysia relations by pledging
Canberra's commtnent to devel op "very positive" ties with Kuala Lunpur
during his trip to Ml aysia next week.

Australian Hi gh Conm ssioner here Robert Cotton said Howard's visit was
aimed at continuing the process to bolster the already "healthy and
di verse" bilateral ties.

VWhile admtting that "there have been sensitivities in the past",

Cotton said Australia and Mal aysia had been able to overcone them

"Bilateral governnent-to-government relationship is increasingly
positive and noving forward in a positive way... W believe we are capabl e
enough to nove on in a nore positive way," he told Bernama in an interview
here today, ahead of the Australian Prine Mnister's two-day official visit
to Mal aysi a begi ni ng Monday.

Howard will be nmaking his first official visit to Mal aysia since taking
over the prinme mnistership fromPaul Keating in March 1996.

He is scheduled to hold talks with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad here. The two | eaders |ast net on March 29, 1996, when the
Mal aysi an | eader stopped over briefly in Australia en route to and from New
Zeal and for an official visit.

Mal aysia's relations with Australia under the forner Labour governmnent
were strained at times, with Kuala Lunpur blam ng Canberra for what it
viewed as unflattering filmand tel evision portrayals of Ml aysia.

Ties hit a low point in late 1993 after Keating called Dr Mahathir a
"recalcitrant” for not attending the inaugural Asia Pacific Economc
Cooperation (Apec) summit in Seattle, United States.

It was reported recently that Howard had nmade efforts to restore
Australia's "fragile" relationship with Mal aysia as one of his governnment's
foreign policy priorities, but that there had been little noticeable
i nprovenent since the change of government in March 1996.

In denying the report, Cotton said the flurry of visits by Australian
mnisters to Malaysia | ast year and the statenments by Ml aysi an | eaders
proved that Australia-Malaysia ties were on the right track.

Cotton said bilateral ties had been so good that "there are no
out standi ng i ssues that need to be thrashed out."

He also said it was unfair to say that the Australian nedia had been a
stunbling bl ock to good Australia-Mlaysia rel ations.

"We in Australia have a different approach fromthe nmedia in Ml aysia
and that is to be expected, reflecting as it does the different political,
soci al and cultural environment of our two nations,” he said.

Asked if Australia and Mal aysia woul d sign any agreenent or nenorandum
of understandi ng during Howard's visit, Cotton said he hoped that the
Monash Uni versity-Sunway Col | ege agreenent coul d be signed.

Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak had said recently that
Monash woul d set up a branch canpus here.

"We are hopeful that several (agreenents) will be signed while he is
here,"” Cotton added. -- BERNANA
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