20 JUL 1998
Australian-Visit
AUSTRALI AN FOREI GN M NI STER TO VI SI T MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, July 20 (Bernanmm) -- Australian Foreign M nister
Al exander Downer will make a three-day official visit to Malaysia from
Wednesday to hel p enhance bilateral ties.

Downer's visit was at the invitation of Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, the Foreign Mnistry said in a statenent.

This would be his fourth official visit to Mal aysia since being
appointed foreign mnister in early 1996.

He wi Il be acconpani ed by advisers and a senior official fromthe
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the statenment said.
Apart fromidentifying new avenues for cooperation, Downer and Abdul | ah
were al so expected to exchange views on regional and international issues.
Downer will call on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim the statenent said.

He will also hold tal ks on issues of conmmon interest with Mnister of
Speci al Functions Tun Dain Zai nuddi n and Educati on M nister Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak.

Downer will attend a lunch hosted by the Ml aysia-Australia Foundation
on Thursday and address the Ml aysi a- Australia Busi ness Council annual
di nner at night.

He will leave for Manila on Friday to attend the Asean M nisteri al
Meet i ngs/ Post M nisterial Conferences, the statenment added.
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