19/ 05/ 1998
Call to automate, invest in robotics

Ei r mal asar e Bani

THE manuf acturi ng sector, which was struggling with | abour shortages
before the econom ¢ downturn, can expect the problemto return once the
econony recovers.

To prepare for this, conpani es shoul d take steps to autonate and i nvest
inrobotics to enhance conpetitiveness, said Ml aysi an | ndust ry- Gover nirent
G oup for H gh Technol ogy (M ght) co-chairman Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul
Rahman.

Omar said Malaysia had to hire foreign | abour due to shortages in
several sectors of the econony during the boomtine.

"When our econony i s back on track, the problemwe had before in terns
of | abour shortage will return. The need to i ncrease productivity and be
nore conpetitive in the market will be as urgent as ever," he said.

He said Mght feels it is tinely and appropriate to tal k about enhanci ng
national productivity through automati on and robotics as it will reduce
cost production and elim nate hunan errors.

"W have to go into automation ... but that doesn't nean we have no need
for |l abour as we still need knowl edge workers to nanage autonati on and
robots," he told a press conference in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

He al so said that M ght Consultation 98, the conpany's annual neeti ng,
wi Il focus on industrial automation and robotics. It will be a dial ogue
and i s scheduled to be held on May 26 at the Pan Pacific Hotel in Kual a
Lunpur .

"The topi c was chosen based on our neeting with Prime M ni ster Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad recently when M ght was directed to | ook into the
i ssues of | abour and productivity for the country's sustai nable
devel oprent . "

M ght Consultation '98 will have two pre-consultation neetings before
May 26 to narrow down the i ssues to be discussed so that urgent matters
could be dealt with on that day which will I ead to specific action plans
and proposal s, QOmar said.

International Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz is
al so expected to deliver a keynote address on "Enhanci ng Nati onal
Productivity Through Aut omati on and Robotics" at the openi ng cerenony.

"The consultation normally results in activities such as i medi at e
action by the private sector, specific recommendati ons to the Gover nnent
or issues that need to be | ooked nore closely in greater detail," he said.

Besi des creating public awareness on the i nportance of automati on and
robotics, he said results could also | ead to nore i nput for Gover nment
pol i cy deci si ons and recommendati ons for nore research and devel opnment
proj ects.

The di al ogue will be divided into three sessions: Application of
Aut ormrat i on and Robotics, the Need for a National Autoration and Robotics
Industry and a Plenary Interactive Session.
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