19/ 10/ 1998

Avoi d conpl acency, Barisan parties told

JOHOR BARU, Sun. - Barisan Nasional conponent parties have been urged to
have their election machinery ready as the Opposition parties are out to
deny the coalition a two-thirds majority in the next general election.

BN secretary-general Datuk Seri Mbhanmed Rahmat al so called on conponent
parties not to be conplacent, in view of the | osses suffered by the
coalition in recent by-el ections.

"We lost in the Teluk Intan and Arau by-elections. Wth the existing
econom ¢ and political problens, the Opposition, especially the DAP, think
they can win nore seats.

"Even Pas, which won the Arau by-el ection, thinks that the existing
political climate favours them They are all out to win nore seats as they
regard their achievenment in the Arau by-el ection a good indicator.

"Despite these sethbacks, BN remains strong and stable," he told
reporters after attendi ng Deepavali celebrations at "Little India" in
Jal an Ungku Puan | ast ni ght.

Mohanmed, who is Information Mnister, said the BN was confi dent of
retaining the two-thirds majority as the people were satisfied with its
efforts to steer the country out of the econom c probl ens.

In Kual a Lunpur, Gerakan today said the party concurred with Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad that the BN would still be able to
formthe Government in the next general election, although with a smaller
maj ority.

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik said the economc
situation and the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mmn ght have sone
effect on the election results.

He said if the people knew the actual political situation in the country
t here woul d not be any conf usi on.

"It will take some time to explain. The true picture will surface when
the court case cones up,” Dr Limsaid.

In Miar, MCA vice-president Datuk Chua Jui Meng today al so concurred
with Dr Mahathir's views on the BN s ability to retain power in the next
general el ection.

Chua said MCA | eaders and nenbers shoul d, however, not be lulled into
conpl acency, but nust work harder to neet the needs and aspirations of the
peopl e.
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