28/ 01/ 1998

Avoi d contests that can split party, says Ranli

| POH, Tues. - Perak Ummo liaison committee chairman Tan Sri Ramli Ngah
Talib today called on those vying for key positions in the divisiona
el ections to conprom se to prevent any contest that could split the party.

He said everyone shoul d instead channel their energy and efforts to help
overcome the current econom c probl em

"Al t hough Umo practises denocracy, menbers nust place the nation and
party interest above anything else,” he added.

Ram i said he fully supported Umo president and Kel antan Ummo |i ai son
chief Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who stated that there would not be
any contest for top posts in 14 divisions in the State.

"The decision by Kel antan Umo that there should not be a contest for
top posts except in Gua Misang is appropriate. W will try not to have a
contest in Perak," said Rami, who is also Perak Menteri Besar.

In Kual a Lunmpur, Kota Baru division Umo Youth chief Zahari Wahab
suggested today that there should al so be no contest for the posts of
deputy heads and vi ce-heads of the divisions in Kel antan.

He said the suprenme council should issue the directive imrediately so
that the matter woul d be laid to rest and this decision could be endorsed
at the general assenbly.

"The decision was a nmuch needed dosage for Kel antan Umo before things
get out of hand, judging by the intense campaigning taking place despite
bei ng prohibited by the party," Zahari said.

In Kangar, State Umo liaison commttee chairman Datuk Seri Shahi dan
Kassi m sai d today he had received three conplaints of party |eaders in the
Padang Besar division allegedly contraveni ng the no-canpai gn rul e.

"I will bring this matter to the attention of the technical comrttee at
the party headquarters so that it can nake its own eval uati on. Meanwhil e,
| have warned Padang Besar party |eaders and aspirants to toe the line,"
he sai d.

The divi sion has come under the focus of Umo nmembers since there has
been talk that the top three posts conprising chairman, deputy chairman
and vice chairman wi Il be contested.

The respective i ncunbents are Deputy Housing and Local Gover nment
M ni ster Datuk Azm Khalid, State Assenbly Speaker Datuk Bahari Tai b and
State Agriculture Committee chairman | shak Arshad.

In Mal acca, State Umo |iaison head Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin, who is
al so Chief Mnister, warned fornmer State party | eaders yesterday not to
create problems at the comi ng branch and divisional el ections.

He said he would not hesitate to refer such matters to the Umo
managenent and di sciplinary committee for appropriate action.

I n Kual a Terengganu, Umo nenbers have been told to renain disciplined
and to adhere to party rules to avoid conplications in the branch and
di vi si onal neeti ngs.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad said Umo, which is the main
conponent party of the Barisan Nasional, wanted its nmenbers to | ead by
exanpl e by showi ng that they could remain united despite the pressures of
party el ections.

"By being united and supportive of one another, we will not only be able
to overcone problenms within the party but also problens in the econony,"”
he told Umo divisional conmittee nenbers at a breaking of fast at Seri
| man yest er day.
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