07 OCT 1998

AVO D PANI C BUYI NG OF COOKI NG A L, SAYS DI RECTCR

ALOR SETAR, Cct 7 (Bernama) -- The current shortage of cooking oil in
Kedah i s caused by excessive buying of the commodity by consuners, a
Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnistry official said today.

The shortage was artificial because there was anple supply and
di stribution of cooking oil to the shops was nornmal, said the mnistry's
enforcenent director for Kedah Rashid Nabijan.

"The problemis excessive buying. Supplies sent to shops are gone in
two to three hours,"” he said.

He said suppliers could not increase supply because they have to neet
producti on quotas set by Porla, the palmoil registration and |icensing
aut hority.

Meanwhil e, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s personal
representative here, Saad Hashi murged the agriculture and the donestic
trade and consuner affairs mnistries to take drastic neasures to solve the
probl em

According to him consuners fromPerlis even cane down to Jitra to | ook
for cooking oil.
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