08/ 09/ 1998

Avoi d rash acts, Umo nenbers told

KUALA TERENGGANU, Mon. - Umo nenbers have been told not to take rash
action, including organising a petition canpai gn supporting former Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who said this today,
al so rem nded students not to contravene the |aw, including the
Uni versities and Col | eges Act 1974.

Naji b said Umo nenbers would get a clearer picture of the situation
when Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad hi nsel f gave a briefing
t onor r ow.

"Dr Mahathir has never di sm ssed anyone during his tenure as Prine
M nister and as party president. | amsure he has grounds for making such
a deci sion.

"As such, all Umo divisions and nenbers should refrain fromrash
action. They have to listen to everything Dr Mahathir has to say," he told
reporters after a nmeeting with State Executive Committee for Education
t oday.

He was asked about the nove by sone nenbers in the Pernatang Pauh Unmo
di vi si on who pl anned to organi sed a petition canpaign asking the party
president to pardon Anwar.

On the actions by sonme students supporting Anwar, Najib said:

"W do not want students to be used by sonme political parties which
could lead to disharnony in the country. You cannot conpare the politica
situation in Mal aysia with Indonesia or any other countries.

"Students shoul d understand that the Governnent is committed to social
devel oprment and as such, they should not act irrationally or take nmeasures
whi ch can threaten national security,” he said, adding that the Mnistry
had i ssued directives to private higher learning institutions and the
police to nonitor devel opnents wi thin and outside the canpus.

Asked if there had been any report of untoward incidents in canpus, he
said there was none so far.

He said students were allowed to di scuss about the renpval of Anwar as
Deputy Prine Mnister and Umo deputy president but stressed that they
shoul d not participate in denonstations or distributing docunents.

"Such actions are clearly against the Act. However, this does not nean
that we are restraining students fromlearning or discussing about the
current political situation," he added.

On the nmove by some students who threw papers and bottles after the
Suprene Council meeting | ast Thursday, Najib said the police were
i dentifying those involved in the incident.

"I amsad about the incident. | know that not all present that day were
students. Mdst were nenbers of political parties and the general public,”
he added.

Asked i f action woul d be taken against students who participated in
activities underm ning the Governnent and its | eaders outside the country,
Naji b said the Governnent could not enforce its | aws outside the country.

However, he said the sponsors of these students, such at the Public
Service Departnent and Mara, coul d taken action agai nst such students.
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