11/11/ 1998
Maj or encycl opaedi a on Mal aysi a | aunched

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak

| aunched today the first five volunes of the The Encycl opedi a of Mal aysi a
- the largest original reference work on the country.

It is published under the patronage of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

There are 15 volunes in the series, each dealing with a single subject
area on the rich diversity of the country, its special physical and
natural heritage, history, economcs, politics and cul ture.

The second batch of five volunes is schedul ed for publicationin md-
1999. The final batch is due to appear at the end of next year

The encycl opaedi a, which is published by Archi pel ago Press in Engli sh,
al so deal s with sone of the i ssues faced by rapi dly devel opi ng countri es.

A Bahasa Mal aysia edition and a CD-ROM version are being planned. The
proj ect co-ordinator is Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir.

The encycl opaedia is available at all mmjor bookstores fromtonorrow at
RWB5 per vol unme or RMA75 for the whol e set.

Najib said it offered the nost up-to-date i nformation available fromthe
academ c, technical and professional worlds.

"The vol unes reflect |ocal perspectives for the first tine, and
hi ghl i ght aspects of topics which are uni que to Ml aysi a.

"For instance, under "Aninmals' in Volunme 3, we | earn that Malaysiais
hone to the largest noth in the world and al so to what is supposed to be
the worl d's nost beautiful butterfly, that Mal aysia has one of the world's
two speci es of bedbugs, and has the nost nunber of nobngoose,” Najib said
at Hotel Istana

More than 400 aut hors, including 17 volunme and co-vol une editors, drawn
nmostly fromtertiary and research institutions, governnent bodies and
private organi sati ons have been conmi ssi oned to contribute their
experti se.

Najib saidin addition to the volune editors and aut hors, an Editorial
Advi sory Board, nmade up of figures fromacadenic and public life, had
given advice on the direction and content of the project.

"Alarge teamof designers, illustrators and phot ograhers have al so
contributed their talents.”

DRB- H com G oup, GEC-Marconi Projects (M Sdn Bhd, Ml ayan United
I ndustries Bhd, Mal aysia National |nsurance Berhad, Pernas Internationa
Hol di ngs Bhd, Petronas Bhd, Renong Bhd, Sungei Vay G oup, Tenaga Nasi onal
Bhd, United Overseas Bank Group, Yayasan Al bukhary and YTL Cor porati on Bhd
had al so contri buted to the devel opnment costs.

Najib said learning resources, in all its forns, make a great
contribution to the education process.

"The devel opnent of a country can be neasured not only by its physica
devel opnent but also by its cultural devel opment, including the nunber of
books it produces and the nunber it puts to use through schools, libraries
and book outlets."”

Naj i b sai d t he book publishing industry in the country was, however,
still relatively young

"It is nostly concerned with the publication of textbooks and
suppl ementary texts for schools, including workbooks and revision aids.

"The publishing of general reading materials is thought unprofitable
unl ess t he book deal s with contenporary i ssues or well-known



personalities.”

Nevert hel ess, he said, the Mal aysi an book publi shing industry had grown
enormously over the past 30 years.

"I'n the 1970s, on average, about 1,200 newtitles were published per
year. In the 1980s, it was 3,200 per year," he said, adding that in the
present decade, about 4, 000 were published per year.

Naji b al so voi ced concern that the reading habit was still not an
integral part of the Malaysian lifestyle.
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