09 DEC 1998
Court - Anwar (G oup)
AZlI ZAN DENIES UMM A MEMBER OF GROUP W TH MEGAT JUNID S W FE

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 9 (Bernama) -- Azizan Abu Bakar denied in the High
Court here today that Unm Hafilda Ali, the witer of a letter containing
al l egations of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahinm s sexual msconduct, is a nenber of
a group of which Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob's wife is also a nenber.

Azi zan, the former driver of Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Ismail, said that he never told a forner commando, Ma'anmin Latip, about the
nmatter.

Azi zan, 38, the 12th prosecution w tness, was testifying under
cross-exam nation at Anwar's trial which entered its 23rd day today.

He said that Ma' ami n and anot her person, Abdul Rahi m Dhal an, better
known as Rahim Ki ng, were Anwar's nmen who were always tailing after him

Ma' ami n and Rahim had al so forced himto sign a statutory declaration
denying his earlier sworn statement in which he alleged that Anwar had
sodomi sed him sent to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, he
sai d.

Azi zan, who has taken the stand for the sixth day, was cross-examn ned
by @urbachan Singh, one of Anwar's nine lawers at his trial on four
charges of corrupt practice with using his position to interfere in police
i nvestigations into allegations of sexual ni sconduct against him

Anwar, 51, is charged under Section 2(1) of the Emergency (Essential
Powers) Ordi nance No 22 of 1970 which carries a maxinumjail termof 14
years or a fine of RMRO,000 or both on conviction.

Azi zan was asked by Gurbachan Singh whether it was true that, when

asked by Ma'amin as to who were the nenbers of the group, he had said "one
of themis Datuk Megat's wife, Ziela Jalil. Ah, let's not tal k about
them.. I'"'mfed up". Azizan denied.

The question was objected to by Senior Deputy Public Prosecutor Datuk
Abdul Gani Patail on the grounds that Azizan had told the court he did not
tell Ma'amin about Ummi Hafilda's group.

He said that Qurbachan Singh could suggest it to Azizan instead of
aski ng himthe question.

The objection was all owed by Justice Datuk S.Augustine Paul who is
hearing the case.

@ur bachan Singh then referred to the road accident in which Azizan's
wi fe, who was in her seventh nonth of pregnancy, died.

To his suggestion, Azizan agreed that only his parents knew that they
were naking a trip to see themthat day.

At this juncture, Justice Augustine Paul asked the defence whether the
guestion on the accident was rel evant.

He said that Azizan had already testified that there was nothing
unusual about the accident in which his wfe died.

@ur bachan Singh said: "Qur defence is that all this (the charges
agai nst Anwar) never occur and it is all conspiracy. Qur contention is this
is part of a political conspiracy designed to bring himdown".

Justice Augustine Paul then allowed Gurbachan Singh to asked anot her
guestion on the matter.

@ur bachan Singh: Do you agree that you told Ma'amin "I was goi ng back
to spend the Hari Raya at ny wife's kanmpung late at night. Only ny nother
who was ill and father knew about it...nobody el se knew. It so happened
that when | approached a junction, a car suddenly skidded and crashed into
the left side of nmy car and ny wife sustained injuries and later died. It's



not possible that Datuk Seri Anwar wanted to kill me and ny famly...ny
not her and father couldn't have told..."

Azi zan: Yes, | do.

Azi zan al so told the court he did not know how his sworn statenment in
whi ch he alleged that Anwar had sodom sed him was included in the book "50
Dal il Mengapa Anwar Tidak Bol eh Jadi PM (50 Reasons Wiy Anwar Cannot
Beconmre PM.

To anot her question, Azizan said he knew that Anwar had a personal
driver known as Sani and a police bodyguard by the nane of Mkhtar.

He however disagreed with GQurbachan Singh's suggestion that Anwar only
requi red his services occasionally, when he went out with his famly
nmenbers.

Azi zan admtted that he had gone to the Finance Mnistry to neet Anwar
in June this year to find out the decision regarding a contract involving
one of his conmpany's directors, Datuk Taufik Yap Abdul | ah.

He however said that Anwar did not nmeet himthen but the night on the
same day at Anwar's house after being infornmed by Anwar's ai de-de-canp, ASP
Zul'l Aznam Haron, that Anwar wanted to see him

Azi zan di sagreed with Gurbachan Singh's suggestion that the neeting was
requested by himthrough Zull Aznam as he wanted to see Anwar over a
personal matter.

He al so said that he could not renenber telling Anwar about him
"wanting to lead a new life" but admtted he had said that he had "not hi ng
to do with the book or its author"”.

He said he was not sure where he had said "I'msorry for what has
happened. It will not happen again."

Azi zan disagreed with counsel's suggestion that at the neeting, Anwar
had not asked himto nmake a deni al .

He al so di sagreed wi th Gurbachan Singh's suggestion that Rahi mand
Ma'amin were not Anwar's nen but were his friends.

To anot her question, Azizan said that |awer Karpal Singh, whom he net
with Um Hafilda, did not advise himto | odge a police report on incidents
when he and Unm Hafilda were tailed after by people they did not know.

To anot her question, Azizan said that he was not sure whether Rahi m and
Ma' ami n had given any instructions to | awer Sukdev Singh pertaining to the
statutory decl aration denying allegations in his sworn statement sent to
the prime mnister.

He was al so not sure whether he had told Sukdev Singh that the sworn
statenment had been incorporated in the book "50 Dalil...".

Azi zan however deni ed having told Sukdev Singh that he had been used by
certain quarters in the past.

Before the court adjourned for lunch, Justice Augustine Paul told the
defence that if they intend to inpeach Azizan's credibility, they need to
make a formal application.

He said that nost of the questions posed by Gurbachan Singh especially
on the statutory declaration "may preclude the attenpt to i npeach the
Wit ness"”.

@ur bachan Singh said that he would continue his cross-exam nation in
t he afternoon session.

He also said that he was in a dilema and woul d consi der Justice
Augustine Paul's advice before naking any deci sion.
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