07 DEC 1998
Court - Anwar (Yasin)
AZI ZAN: | READ THE YASIN TO CALM My SOUL

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 7 (Bernama) -- Azizan Abu Bakar who had sworn that he
was Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims "sex slave" told the H gh Court here today
that he read the surah Yasin to calmhis soul during the "comotion" before
his arrest by police.

He said he continued to read verses fromthe Quran in the house of Dr
Ristina Majid in Bukit Bandaraya, Bangsar, on the evening of Aug 17 | ast
year after being given the surah Yasin by Dr Ristina

"I asked Dr Ristina for the surah Yasin when | wanted to performthe
Maghri b prayers and | brought it along with nme when | was arrested because
| wanted to continue reading it," he said.

Azi zan, 38, the former driver of Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Wan Azi zah
Ismail, was testifying at the trial of the deputy prime mnister charged
with four counts of corrupt practice under section 2(1) of the Emergency
(Essential Powers) O dinance 1970 which carries a maxi num 14 years' jail or
RM20, 000 fine, or both, on conviction.

Anwar, 51, is alleged to have used his position to interfere in police
i nvestigations into allegations of sexual m sconduct against him

Azi zan, who now works as a marketing and adm nistrative executive with
afirmin Alor Gajah, Ml aka, wss testifying under cross-exam nation on the
21st day of the trial

The court was earlier told that Azizan had signed a sworn statenent
admtting that he was Anwar's sex slave and that the honosexual acts with
Anwar occurred several tines in 1992.

H s sworn statenent was attached to a letter entitled "Perihal Salah
Laku Ti nbal an Perdana Menteri" (The Matter of the M sconduct of the Deputy
Prime Mnister) witten by Um Hafilda Ali dated Aug 5, 1997 and addressed
to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

Um Hafilda is the sister of Mohamed Azmin Ali, Anwar's forner private
secretary.

Cross-exam ned by counsel Haji Sul ai man Abdul | ah, Azi zan said he
continued to read the surah Yasin, which contained a translation and
det ail ed expl anation, before being interrogated by the Special Branch
police in Bukit Aman

He agreed with Sul ai man's suggestion that the translation and
expl anati on were | onger than the Quranic verses.

Sul ai man then asked whet her he had to perform abl uti on before hol di ng
the surah Yasin but senior deputy public prosecutor Yusof Zainal Abiden
objected on the ground that the question had no relevance to the case as it
was on a religious aspect.

Sul aiman said it was relevant because the witness had told the court
that he swore by the Quranic verses.

Justice Datuk S. Augustine Paul allowed the question

Azi zan said he disagreed with counsel's suggestion that a person need
not perform abl uti on when hol di ng sonet hi ng whose transl ati on and
expl anati on were | onger than the Quranic verses.

At this juncture Anwar turned to his famly and sml ed.

Sul ai man then asked Azi zan whether he knew that in Islam Quranic
verses, if mxed with translations and expl anati ons, were not regarded as
part of the Quran

Asked by Paul for the relevancy, Sulainman explained that if it was not
the Quran, it was not significant, to which Yusof objected.



Sulaiman said it was related to Azizan's swearing using the surah which
he had with himand to the police believing him

Paul said counsel should pose the question to the police officer
concer ned.

Earlier, the court was told that Azizan swore by the surah Yasin before
ACP Mazl an Mohamed Din who believed hi mbecause he had used a part of the
Qur an.

Paul said he woul d not nake any findings just because a witness swore
by the holy books but woul d base his findings on hard evi dence.

Earlier, senior deputy public prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Pat ai
objected to the line of questioning on the ground that this was a trial
conducted in a civil court.

Sul ai man said he was trying to establish whether what was done
regardi ng the oath was done properly.

Paul then requested Sulaiman to ask the w tness whether he had brought
the surah Yasin to the court to which Azizan said: "I have, ny Lord. (It's)
in the witness room"

VWhen the court resunmed after six mnutes' recess to enable Sulaiman to
di scuss the matter with the other counsel, Paul said he was not bound by
oat hs taken by w tnesses using holy books.

"It may be accepted in God's court but we are in a civil court. | wll
not be bound by that," he said, to which Sul ai man responded t hat he woul d
not pursue the nmatter

Paul : Just let God pray for us.

Sul ai man: God doesn't have to pray, we have to pray. W nust pray to
God for justice.

Paul : We nust not disturb God too nuch.

@ur bachan Singh then took over the cross-exani nation.
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