09/ 12/ 1998
Azizan: My wife died in crash and was not nurdered

Rusl ai ni Abbas; Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Azizan Abu Bakar today told the court that his wfe
had died in an "ordinary road accident”, and not nurdered as insinuated in
the book 50 Dalil Kenapa Anwar |brahimtidak bol eh jadi PM (50 Reasons why
Anwar | br ahi m cannot becone PM.

Azi zan said his wife was then seven nont hs' pregnant and hi s unborn
child also died in the accident on Jan 21 this year, the second day of
Hari Raya.

He said this when questioned by Anwar's | awyer Gurbachan Singh who
wanted this evidence to show there was a conspiracy to topple Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim According to Gurbachan, the book had insinuated that Anwar
had a hand in the death of Azizan's wife

Azi zan had al | eged that Anwar sodomni sed him a clai mwhich the defence
al so said was part of the conspiracy.

Hearing began at 9. 15amwi th Azi zan taking the stand. Senior deputy
public prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Patail apol ogi sed for the absence of
seni or DPP Mohd Yusof Zainal Abiden while Gurbachan apol ogi sed for the
absence of counsel Christopher Fernando.

Judge: Wiere is Zainur? (Zainur Zakaria, Anwar's |awer whom judge Dat uk
S. Augustine Paul had found guilty of contenpt of court. The Court of
Appeal stayed the jail sentence pendi ng an appeal .)

Raja Aziz: | was not sure that in view of the finding, it would be
proper for himto be here. | asked himnot to cone.

Judge: It's perfectly in order. Wiy is he hangi ng around here
(indicating the public gallery where Zainur was sitting yesterday) and al
over? That's our judicial system | accept the decision of the higher
court with a free mind. Once corrected, | accept it as such. You can
invite himto be here if he is still part of the defence team

Qur bachan: He is.

Judge: The order | made was with sone pain. | would be glad to see him
here.

Qur bachan: (To Azizan) Did you neet the Prinme Mnister alone? (Azizan
had testified that he nmet the Prinme Mnister on Aug 24, 1998).

Azi zan: Yes, after | was brought there by the Special Branch director
Dat uk (Syed) Yusof (Abdul Rahman).

Azi zan said Syed Yusof had told himthat the Prime Mnister wanted to
meet him They nmet at the Prine Mnister's residence between 9.10pm and
10. 10pm on Aug 24. Azizan said he was alone with the Prine Mnister at
their meeting.

He said Syed Yusof brought himto the house fromBukit Aman but he went
home by hinself. This was his only neeting with the Prine Mnister. Umm
Hafilda Ali was not present and Azizan said he did not tell Umi about the
neet i ng.

(Unmi, the sister of Anwar's forner private secretary Mohamed Azmin Ali,
had sent to the Prime Mnister Azizan's sworn statenent alleging that
Anwar had sodom sed him)

Gurbachan: Did the PMoffer you any protection?

Azi zan: The PMdid say that if ny safety was threatened, | should
contact the nearest police station.

Gur bachan: You agree that after neeting the PM you did not |odge a
police report about your safety being threatened?

Azi zan: No, but ny house and office were always under police



surveil |l ance.

Qur bachan: After neeting the PW?

Azi zan: Yes.

Qur bachan: Was that all the PM advi sed you about ?

Azi zan: He also said he would tell the police to investigate the case in
further depth and advised ne to be careful.

Gur bachan: Be careful about meking all egations agai nst Anwar?

Azi zan: No, he advised nme to be nore careful about ny safety.

He said that was all the advice the Prime Mnister gave him adding that
he did not tell the Prinme Mnister about the statutory decl aration he had
si gned.

(Azi zan had testified that the declaration dated Aug 10, 1998, which
retracted the sodony all egations was prepared by a | awyer, Sukhdev Si ngh,
and he signed it because he was frightened.)

Azi zan said he told the Prime Mnister about his own sworn statenent
al l eging that Anwar had sodom sed hi mseveral tines in 1992, while Azizan
was enpl oyed as the driver of Anwar's wife.

Qur bachan: You only told him (PM about your sworn statenent?

Azizan: | confessed to the PMthat nmy sworn statenent is true.

Azi zan said he did not tell the Prine Mnister about any other docunent
and also said the Prine Mnister did not wite down anyt hing.

He said on that day, he was called by Special Branch officer ACP Mzl an
Mohd Din and he went to Bukit Aman at 8.30pm He said before he was taken
to the Prime Mnister's house, he net Syed Yusof and Mazl an.

Qur bachan: What were you tol d?

Azi zan: That the PMwanted to neet ne.

Gur bachan: Were you told why the PMwanted to nmeet you?

Azi zan: ACP Mazl an said the PMwanted to know the true story.

@urbachan: Did you bring any docunents with you to Bukit Aman?

Azi zan: No.

Gur bachan: Did you bring any docunents to the PMs house?

Azi zan: No.

@ur bachan: When you net the PM did you have any docunents?

Azi zan: No.

Abdul Gani: My Lord, he already said ..

Judge: Maybe they (docunents) fell fromheaven. Ask himif anyone gave
hi m any docunents to bring there.

Azi zan: (answering) No.

He al so said the Prime Mnister did not have any docunments with him

On his first meeting with Sukhdev at the end of June 1998, Azizan said
he did not give the | awyer any instruction as he had not appointed him

@ur bachan: You went there (Sukhdev's office) and kept quiet?

Azi zan: It was Rahi m Ki ng (Abdul Rahi m Dahal an who brought hi mthere)
who talked a lot. | spoke only occasionally.

Azi zan sai d Sukhdev asked if he (Azizan) had read the book 50 Dalil. He
said he had not.

Gur bachan: What el se did you say occasionally?

Azizan: | told himthat | was involved in a road accident on the second
day of the Hari Raya this year, in which ny pregnant wi fe and unborn child
di ed.

He said he gave his identity card which bore his old address in Sel ayang
to Sukhdev. Gurbachan asked Azi zan to produce the | C and asked for it to
be marked as a defence exhibit.

Judge: How can you take away his | C?

Gur bachan: W can nake a phot ocopy.

Judge: Just check his address fromit.

@urbachan: W& want to mark it as a defence exhibit.



Judge: Photostat it or howis he going to nove around town? If | mark
it, it will be stuck here for years.

Qur bachan: Can we seek Your Lordship's assistance to get it photostated?

Judge: You want nme to go and photostat it? You have so many deputi es,
ask one of them

(Anwar's | awyer Kamar Ai ni ah Kamaruzaman went out.)

Qur bachan conti nues cross-exam nation. Azizan said when he nmet Sukhdev,
he did not know the witer or publisher of the 50 Dalil book, and was not
involved in the witing, printing, distribution or sale of the book.

Gur bachan: When did the police contact you?

Azizan: In July (1998), the Crimnal Investigation Departnent contacted
me to record a statement from ne.

@ur bachan: Did the police show you the 50 Dalil book?

Azi zan: No.

Gur bachan: They only asked you questions about the book?

Azi zan: Yes, and about the road accident, the sworn statenent | signed
and the threats nmade by the SB before this.

Qur bachan: You agree that the police only asked questions about the book
as far as it relates to you?

Azi zan: Yes.

GQur bachan: My Lord, have the records to showthis as it is of sone
i mport ance.

Judge: How do you know | haven't recorded? | amfaster than you.

Gur bachan: (To Azizan) Did the police refer you to parts of the book?

Azi zan: They only told nme. They didn't show ne the book.

Gur bachan: You agree that the accident in which your wife died, was just
an accident?

Azi zan: Yes, it was just an accident.

@ur bachan: You do not suspect that anyone nurdered your wife?

Azi zan: Yes, she was not nurdered, she died in the accident.

Gur bachan: You agree that in the 50 Dalil book, there is a part

Judge: What is the rel evance?

Qurbachan: In the book, it is insinuated that Anwar was involved in the
murder of his wife. It's part of the conspiracy and a fabrication. |
assure you that I will not ask any irrel evant question

Judge: That's what you say.

Gur bachan: You agree that a part of the book insinuates that Anwar was
i nvolved in the nurder of your wife?

Seni or DPP Azahar Mohaned: He said he had not read the book.

Judge: He already said his wife died in the accident, isn't that an
answer ?

@urbachan: No. It's relevant for our defence of fabrication.

Abdul Gani: Is this part of the conspiracy? He said he was not invol ved
inwiting the book.
Judge: | amunable to see howthis is relevant. Explain it to me.

Gurbachan: In the absence of the witness. He understands English and we
can't reveal our defence

Judge: | amnot having this hide-and-seek.
Gurbachan: It's not hide-and-seek. Let himleave and we wi |l explain.
Judge: | can't accept such conditions.

Qurbachan: W are not obliged to reveal all of our defence.

Judge: Ask himfirst if he had read the book.

Azi zan: (answers) No, | have neither read nor seen the book.

He said he did not suggest to anyone that Anwar was involved in the
accident, and that it was an "ordinary road accident". He said the police
did not ask himif it was caused by Anwar's wongdoing and said he told
themthat the report coul d be obtained fromthe Rawang police station.



A copy of the report was produced and Azi zan confirned he made it and
that it was true. However, the prosecution objected as it was not
certified. Gurbachan said he didn't have tinme to get it done but woul d do
So.

Azi zan was then referred to the 50 Dalil book and asked to read out two
par agraphs. The first paragraph referred to an outline of points where
Anwar and the police had co-operated to deceive Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad, Umo and all Ml aysi ans.

The second paragraph referred to Azizan's road crash on Jan 21. It said
Azizan was driving with his wife who was six nonths' pregnant and two
children, and his car was knocked by an unknown car. It also said Azizan's
wi fe and unborn child died, while Azizan and his two children were saved
by Al I ah.

The paragraph continued that it was strange that two weeks before,

Um 's house was splashed with bl ood which a test |ater showed to be from
a dog. She had | odged a police report.

Judge: What has he to do with the book?

Gur bachan: | can't understand why Your Lordship cannot see the
connection. The book says murder and here, he says it was an acci dent.

Judge: It (the insinuation) was nade by the witer. |Is he the witer?

Gur bachan: The accident involved himand his wife. He has not stated
t hat the book i nsinuated nurder

Judge: That's for you to submt.

Qurbachan: |If you are prepared to accept the insinuation ..

Abdul Gani: Were does the para say it's nmurder? Call the witer and ask
hi m what he neans.

Judge: | disallowthe |ine of questioning. Submt later or call the
witer and ask hi mwhat he neans by it.

Abdul Gani: We have even charged the witer (Khalid Jafri) with fal se
publication. Ask himto explain.

Court interpreter: My Lord, the witness is trying to draw attention to
somet hi ng which is not right.

Azizan: My wife was seven nonths' pregnant and suffered severe injuries.
My eldest child s teeth were broken and the others had |ight injuries. The
book says six nonths' (pregnant) and two children

Judge: The book is wong?

Azi zan: Yes.

The court took a short break. Anwar |eft the dock and greeted people in
the public gallery.

When hearing resuned, @urbachan asked Azizan if he and Umm went to the
Prime Mnister's office after court adjourned yesterday. Azizan said no,

Com ng back to the neeting with Sukhdev, Azizan said at the first
meeting, he told the | awyer that he did not know the witer or publisher
of the 50 Dalil book and that he was not involved with it.

Azi zan said he also told Sukhdev that he would be called to Bukit Anman
soon to give evidence. He said he net Sukhdev for the second tine in the
norni ng before he went to Bukit Aman. Ma'anmin Latib was with him (Azizan
yest erday described Ma' amin and Rahi mKing as "Anwar's people").

Gur bachan: You spoke to Sukhdev at the second neeting?

Azi zan: After RahimKing called me and Ma' ami n, because at that tine,
Ma' ami n was al ways foll owi ng ne around, we went to his house i n Kanpung
Nakhoda i n Batu Caves.

Qur bachan: That's not ny question. You net Sukhdev the second tine?

Azi zan: Yes, with M am n.

He said he told Sukhdev that he was asked to go to Bukit Aman, and both
he and Ma' amin wanted to go al ong al though they were not invited.

Gur bachan: The third time you met Sukhdev was after you went to Bukit



Aman?

Azi zan: Yes, after | was told by RahimKing that | was required to make
a SD as requested by his boss, Anwar.

Gur bachan: This i s hearsay.

Azahar: It is not, it shows that the conversati on happened.

Judge: It is admtted to showthat it was nade.

Azi zan agreed that he did not know personally if Anwar asked Rahi m Ki ng
to do anything, but that was what the latter said, that he was to nake a
police report and the statutory declaration.

Azi zan said he did not | odge a police report because RahimKing told him
that before he did that, he had to nmeet Sukhdev. He said he went with
Ma'amin to see Sukhdev for the third tine in the ast week of July this
year.

He said he nmet Sukhdev al one on Aug 10, 1998, after the | awer and
Ma'amin told himthat he had to sign the statutory declarati on which had
been drafted.

Qur bachan: Wre any changes nade to the SD?

Azizan: At first, | did not want to sign it because there were sentences
about ny signing of nmy earlier sworn statenent. Sukhdev nade changes and
still did not want to sign it because | had been called to Bukit Aman to
gi ve evidence. Sukhdev told nme that the SDwas only in relation to the 50
Dal il book. At that tine, because of constantly being contacted by Ma'anin
and RahimKing, | was frightened and ny work was di sturbed.

Qur bachan: My question was: Wre there any changes?

Azi zan: Yes.

He said a change was made to paragraph five, and he read the rest before
he signed it. He did not ask for further changes. However, he asked the
|l awyer to explain it to himand he was told that it was in relation to the
50 Dalil book.

He sai d he understood Bahasa Mal aysia. He was taken by Sukhdev to a
Conmi ssi oner of Qaths in Jalan Masjid India, before whomhe signed the
statutory decl arati on because he was afraid and forced to. He did not tel
t he conmi ssioner that he was forced or that the declaration was not true,
because Sukhdev was present.

He said the commi ssioner did not ask himif the contents were true. The
comm ssi oner, Ngui Kwee Heong, was brought in and identified.

Azi zan al so said he did not | odge any police report agai nst Ngui because
the latter did not do anything w ong.

@Qur bachan: My Lord, we have an application to nmake because of the
evi dence on Rahi mKing, Ma'am n and Sukhdev. W propose to institute
i npeachment proceedi ngs. W seek a chance to interview Rahi mKing and
Ma'amin. We can't continue cross-examning until we interviewthem

Abdul Gani: He can't do this at this stage.

Qurbachan: W are entitled, we only have to give notice to the
prosecuti on.

Judge: Apply to inpeach or whatever and we wi |l decide. How can they
give you the witnesses for this purpose? They will rmake it all avail able
when they offer the witnesses to you, or else for now, you have to survive
on your own. Unl ess you can show ne sone law ...

Court adjourned for |unch. When hearing resunmed, Azizan said he was
uncertain if he had gone to Sukhdev's office five tinmes but said he did
not go there after Aug 10 this year

Azi zan sai d ACP Mazl an questioned himand took his statenent after he
| odged a report on Sept 16 this year.

@ur bachan: Did Mazl an show you your SD?

Azi zan: No.

Gur bachan: Can you say what is in the SDthat is not correct?



Azahar objected, saying that the w tness should be shown the statutory
decl arati on before he could answer. Gurbachan said he could ask the
question since Azizan adnitted that he had made the decl arati on.

Paul asked Azizan if he could remenber the contents of the declaration
and the witness said he could not.

Qur bachan: Since you read it on Aug 10, can you say which part of it was
not correct?

Azi zan: Fromwhat | can renenber, what was not correct was a sentence
denying that | had signed a sworn statenent dated Aug 5, 1997.

Qurbachan: Is that all?

Azi zan said that was all he coul d renenber.

He al so denied telling anyone that the signature on the sworn statenent
was not his.

Gurbachan: | put it to you that you did deny that the signature on P14C
(Azi zan's sworn statenent) was yours.

Azizan: It's not true

Asked if the statement was the only docunent he made or signed and there
was no other document, Azizan said the question was too | ong. Counse
repeated the question and Azi zan said P14C was the only docunment he had
si gned.

To a question, he disagreed that he was not afraid anynore after neeting
the Prine M nister

Azizan: | was afraid that the accused m ght know about nmy nmeeting with
the Prine M nister

Qurbachan: Do you agree that you never | odged any police report on your
fear of the accused?

Azi zan: Yes. Because the accused was still in power then.

He said he knew that Anwar was sacked on Sept 2. Wen Gurbachan asked
why he only | odged a report on Sept 16, Mhd Yusof objected, contendi ng
that the witness had answered t he questi on.

When counsel said he had not asked the question before, Azahar said
Azi zan had gi ven his answer when he was asked why he | odged a report 36
days after he signed the statutory decl arati on.

Paul said counsel should ask the w tness why he did not report
i medi ately after Anwar was di sni ssed.

Azi zan: "After thinking that the accused ... | only | odged the report on
Sept 16 because | thought the accused was not in power anynore, and since
| was forced to sign the SD (the contents of) which were not true and
against my will."

Gur bachan: Are you saying that the whole of the SD was not true?

Mohd Yusof objected and after nuch argunent between hi mand Gurbachan,
Paul allowed the question and told counsel to repeat it.

Azi zan said the part on his particulars and that he was not involved in
the publication and distribution of the 50 Dalil book were true.

Judge: Wiy can't this thing (the SD) be produced?

Gur bachan: We can't now since we have to prove its voluntariness.

Paul ruled that voluntariness was not necessary since Azizan was the
witer of the statutory declaration and not the accused.

Mohd Yusof objected and Paul told himto object |ater. Qurbachan then
showed Azi zan a copy of it and he (Azizan) agreed that the signature on
t he docunment was his.

Counsel sought to tender the docunent as a defence exhibit and when Pau
asked what happened to the original docunment, counsel said the defence did
not have it and was still searching for it.

Qur bachan sought to tender the SD for identification. Mhd Yusof
obj ected, contending that if the defence wi shed to tender "secondary
evi dence", they had to conply with procedure.



After sone argunment, Paul allowed the SD to be marked as | DD54.

Qurbachan referred to six paragraphs of the SD and Azi zan said all were
correct except for paragraph five. (The SD was not read in court).

Gurbachan: | put it to you that paragraph five was correct, that is why
you signed it.

Abdul Gani objected, saying that the paragraph referred to the 50 Dalil
book whi ch Azi zan had not read. Paul allowed the question and when counse
repeated it, Azizan denied he signed the SD because paragraph five was
correct.

On paragraph six, Azizan said he did go to Bukit Aman to nake a
statement after being called by the police. He agreed that the paragraph
was correct and the contents were true.

Asked why he did not tell Sukhdev to amend paragraph five since it was
not correct, Azizan said he brought it up with the lawer but was told to
l et the sentence renmain as it was.

@ur bachan: You agreed?

Azi zan: Yes, after | became frightened since ny mnd was di sturbed - the
fear was deep in my heart.

Azi zan insisted that paragraph five was not true and he went on at
I ength to explain why he signed the docunent. To a question, he disagreed
that he paid RMLO for the SD. It was paid for by Sukhdev, he added.

He di sagreed with Gurbachan that no one had forced himto sign the SD
contending that Ma'am n was al ways pushi ng hi m

Gurbachan: | put it to you that the contents of the SD were prepared by
Sukhdev after getting your instructions.

Azi zan: Disagree.

Bot h Abdul Gani and Mohd Yusof objected and argued, but Gurbachan went
on with his questions and Azi zan kept on di sagreeing with the counsel,
saying that he was forced to sign the SD by Rahi mKi ng and Ma' ami n.

The court took a five-mnute break and when hearing resuned, Paul asked
about the inmpeachnent and Gurbachan said the defence was putting it on
hol d for the nonent.

Conti nui ng cross-exam nation, Gurbachan asked if Ma'am n stayed in
Sungai Udang in Mal acca to which the witness answered in the affirmative.
Azi zan said he al so stayed in Mal acca since Novenber 1997 and agreed

that Ma' ami n was an ex-conmando.

He di sagreed wi th Gurbachan that Ma'am n did not speak with Sukdhev or
went into the lawer's office when they (Azizan and Ma' ani n) went there.

To a question, Azizan agreed with Ma'am n that he stayed in the latter's
house.

Azi zan: After he invited nme, saying that | had to be with himall the
time for ny safety, as directed by Rahi mKi ng.

Gur bachan: So Ma'am n was protecting you?

Azi zan: | don't think so

To a question, Azizan said he could not remenber the tinme that he stayed
with Ma'anmin, but it was for about a week and he had to conmute to his
pl ace of work in Alor Gajah

Asked if he had invited Ma'anmin to his father's house in Jinjang, Azizan
said Ma'amin had wanted to follow himthere

To anot her question, Azizan said he did not know where Ma' am n wor ked
and he had travelled with Ma'amn to Kual a Lunpur several times in his
(Azi zan' s) conpany car.

Asked if he had tel ephoned Ma' amin at hone, Azizan said he had not.
Questioned by GQurbachan, Azizan said he did not ask Ma'amin to foll ow
himto Sukdhev's office the day he went to Bukit Aman, but M' am n wanted

to go with him

Azi zan said he and Ma'amin slept in his father's hone in Jinjang the day



before they went to Bukit Aman.

Gurbachan: Is it true that on the way back to Ml acca, you told M amin
that you were sl andered?

Azi zan: Yes, slander here neant......

Gur bachan: Never m nd what you neant.

When Azizan tried to explain what he meant by slander in this context,
Gur bachan stopped him saying that it was not necessary for himto
expl ai n.

Qur bachan: Ma' amin asked you by whom and you said the book

Abdul Gani objected and argued on the issue

When Paul told Azizan to answer, he said he could not renenber.

Gurbachan: Did you tell himthat it was the book 50 Dalil?

Azizan: | only told himthat | was slandered in respect of the
publication and distribution of the book.

Asked why he said that the book had sl andered him Azizan said it was
hi s assunpti on.

@ur bachan: What specifically is your assunption?

Azi zan: Because | was said to be involved in the witing and publication
of the book.

To a question, Azizan said he knew that Khalid Jafri was the author of
the book after reading about it in the newspaper

Azi zan said he told Ma'am n about his assunption.

Before the court adjourned, to a question by Paul, Qurbachan said he
woul d conplete his cross-exam nati on of Azi zan by tonorrow.

Hearing conti nues.
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