03 DEC 1998
Court - Anwar (Mahat hir)
AZI ZAN SAYS HE MET PRI ME M NI STER REGARDI NG ANVAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 3 (Bernama) -- Azizan Abu Bakar, who has accused
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mof sodom sing him said today he had net Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad regarding this.

The neeting took place on Aug 24 this year, said the former driver of
Anwar's wi fe and now a conpany executive.

Azi zan, 38, said this during cross-exam nati on by counsel Chri stopher
Fernando at Anwar's corruption trail at the Hi gh Court.

The former Deputy Prinme M nister and Fi nance M nister faces four
charges of using his position to interfere in police investigations into
al I egati ons of sexual m sconduct against him

Anwar, 51, is charged under Section 2(1) of Energency O di nance No 22
(Essential Powers) 1970 which carries a maxinumjail sentence of 14 years
or a fine of up to RW0, 000, or both, upon conviction.

He said Um Hafilda Ali, a woman to whom he infornmed that he had been
sodom sed by Anwar, at first did not tell himthat she would pass on this
information to Dr Mahathir.

Later, however, Umm sought his permission for his statutory
decl aration, containing the accusation agi nst Anwar, to be given to the
Prinme Mnister, he said.

Um , the sister of Anwar's private secretary Mohd Azmin Ali, is the
witer of a letter accusing Anwar of sexual m sconduct which she sent to Dr
Mahat hir together with Azizan's statutory declaration.

Repl yi ng to Fernando, Azizan said although he was not with Unm when
she prepared the statutory declartion it was done with his consent.

He said when he arrived at Unmm's office the statement had been typed
out based on the facts he had given her.

Asked by Fernando if he infornmed Unmi of the dates and tine of the
al l eged incidents, Azizan said he did not as he could not renmenber exactly
when each inci dent happened.

He said he only provided informati on on the nunber of tinmes and the
pl aces where the alleged incidents took place.

Fernando: Did you informwhether they took place during the day or
ni ght ?

Azi zan: They al ways happened during the night.

Fer nando: Ti nme?

Azizan: As | said | don't renenber the tine.

Fer nando: More or |ess what hour?

Azi zan: \What | renmenber is that they happened around 7.30 to 8.30 at
ni ght .

Hearing this, nmenbers of Anwar's famly were seen tal ki ng anong
t hensel ves with sonme of them | aughi ng and saying that was the Maghrib
prayer tine.

Fernando: Did you register at any hotel s?

Seni or Deputy Public Prosecutor Abdul Gani Patail objected to the
guestion, saying it was not specific enough.

But Justice S.Augustine overrul ed the objection, saying the question
must surely been concerning the alleged incidents.

In his reply, Azizan said he could not remenber if he registered at any
of the hotels.

VWhen counsel asked himwhy his stautory declarati on was not signed
before a magi strate or comn ssioner of oath, Azizan said: "I don't



understand whether it is vaild or not under the law but | swore in the nane
of Allah."

He said Umi too did not ask himto sign it before a magistrate or
commi si oner of oath.
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