21/ 08/ 1998
Back Dr Mahathir and his policies

Hanzah Abdul Majid

| REFER to "Qther Thots" on runour-nongering (New Sunday Ti mes, Aug 16),
and to the recent calls by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
for strong nmeasures to revitalise the nation's econony.

I think nost Mal aysians have recogni sed that we are facing an econom ¢
attack. This is the stark reality. No anmount of tendentious articles, and
snmudged thinking in the "international” media can disguise this fact.
Fortunately, our Prime Mnister recognised this reality fromthe start,
and saved us froman | M- Troj an horse.

The threat is not over. In fact, it has just begun. Qur share prices,
the key to our nation's corporate wealth, have been pushed bel ow their
real worth. They are now vul nerable to forei gn take-over and asset
stripping. This is how precarious the situation can be.

We are informed that the Governnent is planning to introduce a series of
nmeasures to protect our nation's corporate wealth, inprove our foreign
exchange situation and restore the nation's economic vitality and growth
rate.

Thr ough sound econom ¢ pl anni ng and hard work, the Governnent has
brought us froma prinmary, agrarian econony to the edge of being a nodern,
devel oped econony. Thus, it is logical to believe that they can do it
again. And to help the Governnent achieve this is to help ourselves.

We can do this by supporting the various econom c neasures, and
seriously heeding the guidelines and advice on a day-to-day basis. W
shoul d also refrain fromtrying to appear "clever" and critical of
everyt hi ng.

We should not, at this tine, be negative or cynical. W should recogni se
that, when a policy is announced, careful thought woul d have gone into its
formul ati on, based on extensive information, some of which are not
avail able to us. Mist certainly not to coffeeshop pundits. At a tine of
econom ¢ struggle, or any struggle, it would be patently unw se for the
Governnent to show all its cards.

CGover nnent agencies, too, nust adjust to the current situation. At the
senior level, officers who are in regular contact with the Mnisters
appear to understand the new direction, for exanple the need to increase
forei gn exchange earnings, and encourage inport substitution. But, this
sense of urgency nust percolate down to the junior |evel where nuts and
bol ts deci si ons are made.

Qur nedia, too, should cone in fromthe sidelines. Too often do we read
of stories that reflect nore the shadows than the light. The nedia shoul d
| ook at our achievenents such as the artistic, cultural and sporting
acconplishnents, as well as research and technol ogi cal breakt hroughs at
our universities. | do not nean we shoul d boast about it, but good
journalists know howto wite tastefully and informatively.

As Ot her Thots correctly pointed out, we should refrain from spreadi ng
runmours. Most rumours are negative and harnful. Wen | was in Jakarta
recently, there were Press reports on runours that ethnic violence was
imrinent in the Chow Kit area of Kuala Lunmpur. We had to assure parents
and academ cs that such runours and reports were totally without
foundati on, and shoul d be ignored.

Qur nation is lucky in that at each time of crisis, we have the right
| eader at the helm At this critical tinme in our nation's |ife, we have Dr
Mahat hir. W should show the world that we back him and fully support his



pol i ci es.
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