02/ 01/ 1998
Bad attitude and nanners of our hand- phone users

M khai |l Mashud
| SAWthe novie Titanic at one of the countries best cinemas, the Tanjong
Gol den Village at Sunway Pyram d, on Boxi ng Day.

The bi ggest cinema at TGV was packed with peopl e who had gone to see the
nost expensive novie ever made, which has been nom nated for eight CGolden
G obe awards. Not just people mind you, but also a cinema full of
handphones.

Unl i ke other college friends who adore video conpact discs, | stil
enjoy sitting down in front of a big screen, pop corn in hand, watching a
nmovie in a hall with an excellent sound system It's the view ng
experience and the effect of it all that nakes the RWD that one has to pay
wort hwhil e. Even nore so for a novie like the Titanic.

But, of course, there are those little gadgets which urban fol k don't
| eave hone without, nyself included.

Even in the darkness of the cinema, the presence of so many handphones
did not go unnoticed. One after another they rang, sone of themawfully
| oud. To ny disgust, many took their calls there and then but npst sought
out the nearest exit to answer their calls. This continued thoughout the
t hr ee- hour novi e.

| wasn't the least bit pleased and so were a | ot of other people. |
tolerated the interruptions at the beginning, but towards the end of the
movi e, ny patience wore thin when the handphone of soneone, one row behind
me, rang with its volunme set at the highest |evel.

| began to wonder after a tinme whether | was the only one in the entire
ci nema who had ny handphone tuned to the "silent" nopde.

What has happened to urban society? Have we becone so selfish, rude and
totally inconsiderate to others except ourselves? Has the pace of

devel opnent sonething to do with such rude and ill-nmannered behavi our?
I can understand the need for certain individuals, such as doctors, to
have their phones switched on. Even so features such as voice-mail, short-

messagi ng and the vibrating-call alert has nade it possible to receive
calls without offendi ng others.

I have heard of incidents where handphones have rung in the mddle of a
church service, in nosques and in tenples. Have we become nore inportant
t han God?

Still, I doubt the cinema was packed with doctors that day. Rather, they
were a group of "I-must-be-reached-at-all-costs" fol ks who selfishly chose
to have their handphones on, at the expense of others.

This behaviour is totally unacceptable and is a reflection of our
attitude and manners. It gives a glinpse of urban society's "real" val ues
and beliefs. W seemto be losing the community spirit in favour of
personal benefit. The extent of this |oss, as denonstrated that day in the
ci nerma, is alarmng.

At the rate we are going, we are still a long, long way fromthe caring
society Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad has envi sioned. W
have to change, know our limts and, nost inportantly, have a certain
anount of consideration for other people because we are not alone in this
world. We share it with billions of other people.
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