10/ 09/ 1998

Bagan, Tanjung divisions back Dr Mas president

PENANG, Wed. - The Bagan and Tanjung Umo divisions, together with their
Yout h and Wani ta wi ngs, today declared their support for Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad as Prime M nister and party president.

The Bagan divi si on, however, appealed to Dr Mahathir to reconsider his
deci sion to sack Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mas Deputy Prine Mnister.

It al so asked that the Umo suprene council's decision to expel himfrom
the party be resci nded.

The Bagan divi si on was one of two divisions in the State which did not
send any representative to the special State Umo |liaison conmittee
nmeeti ng convened on Sunday to di scuss the expul sion of Anwar.

The ot her was the Bukit Bendera division.

At that neeting, the State Umo decided to back Dr Mahathir and the
supreme council over the decision to sack Anwar.

In a Press statenment issued today, Bagan division secretary Abdul Latif
Maji d said an appeal had been sent to Dr Mahat hir urging that Anwar be
reinstated as an Umo nenber and all his forner posts.

The division, he said, based its appeal on the grounds that Dr Mahathir
hi nsel f had said that a person could not be found guilty or have action
taken agai nst himuntil proven guilty by the courts.

Abdul Latif said the Bagan division and its Youth and Wanita w ngs,
whi ch net on Monday, had unani nously agreed to state their stand because
the division "supports and | oves both | eaders and cannot ignore the
I ssue".

He said the division's support for Dr Mahathir's | eadership was
undi sputed and proven as it was the chosen centre for Dr Mahathir's
campai gn i n Penang when he was chal | enged for the presidency in 1987

On the other hand, he said, Anwar was a | eader who had contri buted
greatly to the party, the Malays in Penang in particular and the country
i n general

Meanwhi |l e, at a Press conference this afternoon, Tanjung division
chai rman Ahmad | bni Haj ar voiced the division's support for the decisions
taken by Dr Mahathir, the supreme council and the stand of the State Ummo
liaison conmittee in supporting these deci sions.

He said the division's officials, including those fromthe Youth and
Wanita wi ngs who net Friday, had unani nously decided to support Dr
Mahat hir' s | eadership

Present with Ahmad were division Youth chief Raja Munir Shah Raja
Must apha, division Wanita chi ef Norjan Abdul Ham d, division secretary
Noor Rahi m Abdul Wahab, division treasurer Abdullah Ariff and division
i nformation chief Abdul Ghani Ali Kadir.

Ahrmad was not present at the State |liaison neeting on Sunday but the
di vision, represented by his deputy Kapt Mohd Noor Abdul Ariff, went al ong
with the decision to support Dr Mahathir's actions.
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