20/ 07/ 1998
Bahasa publications | ack ad support

Lokman Mansor

NEWSPAPERS and magazi nes usi ng Bahasa Mal aysi a, al t hough conmandi ng anong
the wi dest circulation nati onwi de, are not getting the comensurate
advertising support, according to Utusan Mel ayu (Mal aysi a) Bhd executive
chairman Tan Sri Kamarul Ariffin.

He said if one were to follow | ogi c, newspapers and nagazi nes read by
nmore readers should al so get nore support from adverti sers.

"But it looks like there is still some prejudi ce anong sone advertisers
t owar ds newspapers and nmgazi nes in Bahasa. W will continue to try and
convince themthat it is their loss," Kamarul said

He was speaking at the opening of Utusan's new printing plant, Sri
Utusan, in Bangi on Saturday. The plant was officially openned by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

During the press conference, the Prine Mnister said there are two ways
to get nore advertising for newspapers and nagazi nes published i n Bahasa
Mal aysi a.

"The first is, of course, to urge the advertisers to do so. Another and
much better approach is to nmake the readers of these newspapers and
magazi nes t hensel ves nore affluent, nore educated,” Dr Mahathir said.

He said the Governnment hopes that newspapers and nagazines will continue
to help inprove the standard of |iving of Mal aysians, particularly Ml ays.
Once this is done, advertisers will naturally want to target this group of
consuners.

The Sri U usan printing conplex, costing nore than RML10 million, is
situated on an area neasuring 18,832 sq mand is equi pped with the Geoman
printing press capable of printing up to 70,000 copi es per hour.

Through a renpte printing system the nachine is al so capabl e of
receiving full pagination fromUusan's editorial departnment, stil
operating at Jalan Chan Sow Lin, for the printing of its newspapers, and
fromParis for the printing of the International Herald Tribune.

The plant is also equipped with a RML6 million Miller Martini conveyer
system whi ch enabl es the on-line insertion of supplenents and flyers into
newspapers.

The opening of the printing plant is anmong the various progranmnes
pl anned in conjunction with Uusan's 60th anniversary cel ebrati on.

Apart from Utusan's core business in publishing and printing, the
conpany is also active in the field of nultinedia, CD ROM producti on,
out door advertising, radio and print advertising, audio-visual production,
t he manufacture of stationary, insurance, events nanagenent,
transportation and other printing related activities such as comerci al
printing, binding services, and security printing.

Meanwhi | e, asked about the resignation | ast week of Uusan Editor-in-
Chi ef Datuk Johan Jaafar, Dr Mahathir said his resignation was not due to
political pressure as suggested by foreign nedia reports.

Thi s was supported by Kamarul, who later told reporters that Utusan's
board of directors will neet on Tuesday to deliberate on Johan's
resignation and the possi bl e appoi nt nent his successor.

( END)



	Bahasa publications lack ad support (NST 20/07/1998)

