21 JUL 1998

BANKS, PRI VATE COVPANI ES FULFI L PLEDGE TO ASNI TA

KUANTAN, July 21 (Bernama) -- Foundations, private conpanies and banks
have fulfilled their pledge to invest in the Amanah Saham Wanita (Asnita)

t hrough i nvestnents of between RML nmillion and RMB million, Wanita Umo
head Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man sai d today.

"We are grateful for their support despite the problens they are facing
due to the econom c slowdown,"” she told reporters after attending a party
function at Paya Besar here. Asnita was |aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad in May this year.

Fromt he noney, the body managing the Asnita funds, Hjrah Unit Trust
Managenent Ber had coul d buy sel ected stocks which had | ong term val ue, she
sai d.

Zahar ah said sal ary deductions of governnent and private sector staff
made t hrough ANGKASA coul d be invested in Asnita.

"The nove to deduct salaries will be given serious attention as it
provi des a good opportunity for wonmen staff to increase their investnments,"”
she sai d.

She said Asnita did not encourage potential investors to take |oans
fromfinancial institutions for investnent in Asnita.
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