28/ 06/ 1998
Bari san parties told to remain united

Ram an Sai d; Al ex Choong; Cheah Chor Sooi

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad t oday ren nded Bari san
Nasi onal conponent parties of the inportance of unity, saying that

quarrel s woul d weaken t he governnent and stifle econoni c recovery.

The Prinme M nister and BN chai rman said political instability would make
it difficult for the governent to i npl ement neasures to revive the
econony.

"Qur strength is the BN. All conponent parties nmust be strong,
under st and t he econoni ¢ probl ens and give full support to the governnent
inovercoming them" he said at the openi ng of the Gerakan conference.

Anong BN conponent party | eaders present were MCA president Datuk Seri
Dr Ling Liong Sik, MC president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu, BN secretary-
general Datuk Mohamed Rahmat, Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n
Chi k, PPP president Datuk M Kayveas and LDP presi dent Dat uk Chong Kah
Ki at .

Dr Mahathir said it was the responsibility of all BN conponent parties
and their nmenbers to be united i n defending the nation.

He sai d t he econonic probl ens were serious and difficult to overcone but
Mal aysi a had been able to withstand the pressures so far because of its
political stability.

"The governnent is strong because the 14 coalition partners in the BN
are united and work with one heart," he said, adding that this cl ose co-
operation was reflected i n the Gerakan's sl ogan of “One Heart, One Nati on,
One Vision'.

The Prime Mnister al so spoke on the econom ¢ and soci al achi evenents
attai ned by the country under BN s admi ni stration, saying other parties
i ke Pas and the DAP woul d not be able to achieve that with their
policies.

Dr Mahat hir advi sed Gerakan nmenbers and BN conponent parties not to be
i nfl uenced by foreign propaganda, citing as exanple allegations that the
governnent practised nepoti smand cronyi sm

He sai d foreigners could easily bl ame the governnment whi ch woul d not
have much i npact but when Ml aysi ans got influenced by these all egations
and started to say the sane things, problens could ari se.

"I'f we constantly fight within the party and within the BN, the
government will be weak and will not be able to overcone the econom c
probl ens. "

Responding to the all egati ons of nepotismand cronyism Dr Mahathir said
such practices were not alien in the Wst.

"The cooperation between Wall Street and the US governnment i s cronyism
The US governnent is protecting Vll Street and its desire to take over
bi g conpanies all over the world.

"This i s happeni ng because the USis not taking action to stop them
This is cronyismbut, of course, they don't talk about it."

( END)
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