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Budget - publ i ¢ sect or
BE BUSI NESS- FRI ENDLY TO STI MULATE ECONOMY, ClVIL SERVANTS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 23 (Bernama) -- Civil servants woul d have to work
even harder and adopt a business-friendly attitude to help stimulate the
country's economc growth, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad.

"A business friendly attitude in carrying out their functions and
responsibilities will assist in the pronpt inplenentation of projects and
m ni m se bureaucratic red tape which benefits no one,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is also First Finance Mnister, said this when tabling
the 1999 national budget at the Dewan Rakyat here today.

He said the governnment was deeply appreciative of civil servants'
contributions, including their sacrifice to accept nonthly all owance cuts
of between RML4 and RMBOO from January this year

Dr Mahathir said the government's participation in Cyberview, the
conpany building Malaysia's first intelligent city Cyberjaya, was to
convince the private sector of its conm tnent towards devel opi ng Cyberj aya.

As of the third quarter of the year, 19 conpani es have been rel ocated
in Cyberjaya and 31 nore are expected to do |ikew se by the end of the
year, he said.

A total of 179 conpani es had secured MSC status enabling themto get
all the privileges in the Multimedi a Super Corridor (MSC).

Cyberjaya is within the MSC which is 750 square km zone south of here
desi gnated as a hub for the devel opnent of nultimedia products and
servi ces.

The MSC al so i ncorporates the Kuala Lunpur City Centre (KLCC), the KL
International Aiport (KLIA) in Sepang and Putrajaya, the federal
governnent's new admi ni strative capital

Dr Mahathir said the 1999 budget proposed a RML10-million allocation
for the devel opnent of flagship applications nanely tel enedicine,
el ectroni c government, smart-schools and nulti purpose cards to spur the
devel opnent of the MSC

He said RMLOO million would al so be spent on addressing the "m |l ennium
bug" or the "Y2K' problemin public sector conmputer systens.

"M 1l eniumbug" refers to a mal functi on when the conputer cannot
differentiate the year 2000 from 1900 as nost systens use the last two
digits to represent the year
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