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BE FAIR, BALANCED AND FACTUAL, MAHATHI R TELLS WMEDI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 26 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has asked the international nedia to be fair, balanced and factua
in performng its global role as a powerful institution.

Sayi ng he was not asking the nedia to report only the good things, Dr
Mahat hir said unfortunately the nedia itself was often tenpted to m suse

power .
To illustrate the point, the prine mnister cited the case involving

United States President Bill dinton and Wite House intern Mnica

Lewi nsky.

"I amnot a fan of President Bill Cinton but | do synpathise with
him" he said when opening the Commonweal th Press Union (CPU) biennia
conference here today.

"He only hugged Monica Lewi nsky once, at least in public. He may have
hugged her nore tines in private, that we don't have any pictures of.

"But that one hug has prefaced every report on President Cinton
whet her the subject matter had anything to do with his single instance or
not," he said.

"If the CNN was to be believed Bill dinton has hugged Mnica a
thousand tines, twelve tinmes a day ever since CNN resurrected that
particul ar epi sode anong the file pictures,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he felt the kind of presentation via tel evision was
not quite fair to Cinton and asked whether it was necessary to preface
every nention of the nane dinton with his huggi ng of Lew nsky.

"How can anyone sit in judgenent over himw thout being biased, w thout
preconception? How can the i npeachnment of the President be fair and just?"
he sai d.

He said Mal aysi a was experiencing sonething simlar where the probl em
was nmade nore serious by the manner it was being presented to the world by
the all-powerful international nedia.

"Ml aysi a has never had a good press. None of the positive things we
have achi eved have been reported, " he said.

He took to task the Western nmedia for giving the inpression to the
worl d that Malaysia was in a state of perpetual turnmpil and describing it
as a police state "where police brutality was a daily, or even an hourly
occurrence".

"And so, every tine Ml aysia appears on the T.V. screen for whatever
reason, the pictures of rioting and the fanmous bl ack eye are shown," he
said in obvious reference to pictures of sacked Deputy Prine Mnister and
Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwho was brought to court |ast
month with a brui sed eye

Anwar has clainmed trial to 10 charges of corruption and sexua
m sconduct. Hi s supporters have been hol di ng street denobnstrations which Dr
Mahat hir had said was an attenpt to overthrow t he government.

The prinme mnister said pictures of arnpbured cars manned by African
bl acks were occasionally shown when reporting about the denpnstrations
wi t hout expl ai ni ng how these Africans cane to be driving arnoured cars in
Mal aysi a.

The viewers could not be blaned if they assunmed that Ml aysia was in
Africa or Malaysia was in the habit of enploying African nmercenaries, he
added.

Dr Mahathir said if the media nust report on all those agitating



agai nst the governnments of the devel oping countries, they should at | east
gi ve the governnent side a fair exposure as well.

"The medi a accuses the Ml aysi an Governnent and all those of other
devel oping countries of controlling the press. But isn't the nedia doing
the sane.

"The international nedia never give the governnent side an airing. In
fact they distort reports about the governnent and go so far as to
fabricate unflattering stories about the government,"” he said.

The prime mnister asked how the nedia could support the attenpt to
toppl e the governnent through undenocratic ways |ike street denpbnstrations
while at the sane tinme tal k about denocracy.

He said the nedia was al so doing a disservice to their clients in
maki ng sl anted and distorted reports.

This was especially so with econonic reports and nagazi nes as the
anal ysi s nade was based usually on the agenda of the nmedia concerned, he
sai d.

"If isis not in favour of a country for whatever reason
disinformation is used to blight that country. Tourists and investors wl|
then shun the country," he said.

At times as a result of this, he said the econony of the country
failed, leading to instability and turnoil.

Uging the media to re-think its role and use its powers well, he said
the nedia could pronpte a positive concept of neighbourliness in a
shrinki ng worl d.

"“I't can help in the shaping of a newworld culture, a culture of
sharing, a culture that will nmake this global village of good caring
nei ghbours. The nmedia can help to bring about peace,"” he added.
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