30/ 10/ 1998
Be fair to police and public, protesters told

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Rashid Yusof; Al ex Choong; A non Mhd
A GOVERNMENT backbencher sai d peopl e behind the recent spate of
denonstrations in Kual a Lunpur and the denonstrators need to be fair to
the police, the public and petty traders.

Noh Qmar (BN Tanj ung Karang) said the police on duty, for instance, had
made sacrifices |like being anay fromtheir famlies.

Noh sai d denonstrators shoul d al so consi der the i mage of the country and
the need to attract foreign i nvestnents.

He spoke for nore than two-and-a-half hours during which several MPs and
a deputy m nister sought clarification fromhim

Noh defended the Internal Security Act, describing it as the | ast weapon
in safeguarding the nation's security.

At one tine, he appeared to be co-ordinating "indirect" exchanges
bet ween Li m Hock Seng ( DAP-Bagan) and Li ew Ah Ki m (I nd- Seput eh) .

It started when Lim- on the issue of denonstrations - proposed that a
spot be designated for peaceful gathering. Liew previously with DAP
want ed to know whet her the DAP itself woul d al |l ow such gat heri ngs.

The exchanges dragged on. At one point Liewstood up to describe the
manner wi t h whi ch he was suspended by the DAP's central working commttee
at its nmeeting on June 3. "It only took the CWC (Central Working
Committee) one minute to suspend ne, " said Liew

Then Mohamad Sabu (Pas- Kubang Keri an) asked Noh whet her the Gover nment
had identified those behind the spate of denpnstrations.

In turn, the presence of the DAP and Pas i n Mal aysi an People's Justice
Movenent (Gerak) was al so rai sed, with Datuk Jamal uddi n Jarjis (BN Ronpin)
suggesting that while it appeared Pas | eaders fromKedah seened t o accept
the DAP, those from Kel antan did not.

When Noh continued after |unch break, Deputy Housing and Loca
Governnent M ni ster Datuk Aznmi Khalid, Datuk Badruddi n Amrul di n ( BN Yan)
and Karpal Singh (DAP-Jelutong) got into the picture.

Kar pal , debating the Supply Bill 1999, got involved in a verbal exchange
of words with Datuk Sukri Mhaned (BN Machang), Noh and Wan Hanafiah Wan
Mat Saman ( BN- Pokok Sena).

Despite repeated rem nders fromDeputy Speaker Datuk Juhar Mahiruddin,
Karpal refused to w thdraw unparliamentary words like "gila" (mad) when
referring to Wan Hanafi ah who had pointed to the Standing Orders to stop
Karpal fromreading a letter witten by Sukma Dar mawan t o Dat uk Seri Anwar
| brahim his adopted brother.

Kar pal, who has been appointed by Sukma's sister as one of his | awers,
had attenpted to read a | etter by Sukma, when both Sukri and Noh obj ected
that it was subjudice

They cl ai med as Sukma had fil ed an appeal, it should be | eft to the
court to decide and that Parlianment was not the right forumto raise the
i ssue.

Karpal had earlier |abelled Shukri as "unprincipled" inviewof his
crossing over to Umo from Senangat 46.

To this Sukri replied: "You (Karpal) are a hypocrite of the highest
order".

Sukri told Karpal: "It was you who had brought up an affidavit by one
Azi zan and had questioned why no action was initiated then".

Earlier, at the onset of his debate, Karpal again raised the validity of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to table the 1999 Budget



| ast Friday as the First Finance M nister.

"The question is whether the Yang di-Pertuan Agong had terminated the
servi ces of Anwar."

To this Sukri said Dr Mahat hir had al so infornmed the King and the matter
was al ready gazetted, adding that it was no | onger an issue.

Karpal will continue his debate on Monday.
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