25/ 02/ 1998
Be i nnovati ve and desi gn your own technologies, Dr Mtells firns

Badr ul H sham Mahzan

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - Mal aysi an conpani es nust have the ability to design
their own technol ogi es to produce goods for the donestic and internationa
mar kets, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said.

He said they should, under the present econom c situation, devise ways
to reduce costs and be self-reliant.

"We nust have the ability and capability to design our own technol ogi es
so that we can conme up with goods for the donmestic and internationa
mar kets," he said when | aunchi ng MASTERcentre at the Technol ogy Park
Mal aysi a t oday.

MASTERcentre i s an advanced nanufacturing automation technol ogy facility
providing integrated services fromdesign to the production stage, rental
of engi neering equi prent and custoni sed training to technical consultancy.

To assist them Dr Mahathir suggested that they make use of the
facilities available at the Technol ogy Park Mal aysia in order to be |ess
dependent on foreign technol ogy.

The Prime Mnister also said TPM which is under the Industrial Research
Priority Area, shoul d spearhead the devel opment of innovative technol ogy
to enabl e the country to becone a world producer of manufactured goods and
servi ces.

"Thi s achi evenent is not inpossible for the people. Hence, the
Governnent has invested heavily in devel opi ng high technology facilities
now found at TPM"

| mport of technol ogy and goods, though the easy way out, should be
m ni mi sed.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent woul d al ways give attention to efforts
i n produci ng | ocal goods, adding that consuners should al so support this
by buyi ng Mal aysi an products.

"We nust have total faith in our ability to design and produce “world
standard' goods that can conpete with foreign-manufactured ones.

Efforts by TPMto assist the local industries are tinely and co-
operation between the two will enable themto benefit greatly and make
Mal aysia a smart production centre where special infrastructure
facilities, skilled workers and hi gh technol ogi es are avail abl e.

"W will then be able to reduce inports through “upstreanmi production
processes |ike the production of “nould and di es' conponents and
“precision parts' used in the maki ng of conponents.”

He said Mal aysia was now the 16th | argest exporter in the world,
exporting US$78.2 billion (RVM97.16 billion) worth of goods.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi an conpani es shoul d al so master foreign
t echnol ogi es qui ckly.

"They shoul d not only assenbl e goods using i nported conponents," he
said, but to produce their own conponents.

The maki ng of these conponents nmust be in large quantities to enable
themto be exported as well.

Mal aysia can also use its position to offer consultancy services to
devel opi ng countri es.

"Taki ng the opportunity brought about by the | ower value of the ringgit,
Mal aysi a can provide “services' in the field of information technol ogy at
a conpetitive rate."

He said the high governnment investnent in the devel opnent of robotic
facilities and skilled workers at MASTERcentre was to assist the country



in deriving benefits fromits application.
"I appeal to all quarters to nake full use of the robotic facilities
provided in training, manufacturing of conmponents and goods.
"We nust have the confidence to i nvent new products and not to be too
obsessed with products invented by others,” Dr Mahathir said.
( END)
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