30 AUG 1998
Li ng- Message
BE PREPARED FOR Bl GGER SACRI FI CE, DR LI NG TELLS MALAYSI ANS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 30 (Bernamm) -- WMal aysi ans nust be prepared to work
harder and made bigger sacrifice to pull the country out of the current
econom ¢ recession, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today.

He said they nmust not | ose hope in facing the chall enges, the toughest
since the country gai ned i ndependence 41 years ago, and they nust be
confident that the could do it within a shorter period than antici pat ed.

"Qur country went through a recession once in md 80s. Wth the
cooperation and untiring efforts by both the governnment and the people, we
not only beat the recession but al so emerged stronger economcally," he
said in his nessage to mark the country's 41st National Day cel ebration
t onor r ow.

Dr Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, also called on Ml aysi ans of
all walks of life to give solid support to the governnent and the
| eadershi p of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad as Prine Mnister in efforts
to rehabilitate the econony.

At the sane tine, they nmust renmain united and di scipline to ensure that
the country would continue to enjoy political stability and peace, he said.

He al so urged Mal aysians to continue to work together with the
governnent in ensuring the effectiveness of all neasures taken to overcone
t he econom ¢ probl em

"I amconfident, with the spirit of MALAYSIA BOLEH, we will overcone
the economi c recession within a shorter period and energe into a brighter
future,” he said

Meanwhi | e DAP secretary general LimKit Siang has proposed to convene a
national econom c crisis consultative conference tentatively on Sept 20 for
Mal aysi ans concer ned about the worsening economic crisis to pool their
i deas on how best to overconme the 14-nonth ol d econom c crisis.

"I will seek an appointnent with Dai m (Special Functions M nister) next
week to ask for the fullest cooperation fromthe NEAC (National Econom c
Action Council) and the governnent for the conference,” he said.

Li m hoped the conference woul d enabl e Dr Mahathir, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Dai mand NEAC nmenbers to neet with
Mal aysi ans froma cross-section of Malaysian civil society to get a grip on
the runaway escal ati on of the econom c crisis.
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