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Be responsi bl e, Umo del egates told (HL)

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Del egates to the Umo general assenbly who raise
i ssues which may destabilise the party nust be accountable for their
actions, party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d t oday.

He said the del egates shoul d al so bear the consequences of their
actions.

He said his advice was neither a formof blackmail nor a gag order but
was nerely a reminder to the del egates to be responsible to the party.

Dr Mahathir said this after a cl osed-door pre-council briefing before
the four-day Ummo general assenbly which kicks off with the Youth and
WAni t a assenblies tonorrow.

Al so present was Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mand
secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k

"The briefing was nerely to explain and not to issue directives on what
del egat es can say.

"I't was only to enphasise that it is inportant for themto be
responsi bl e for what they say."

Dr Mahathir said that if sonething arises fromwhat they have said, they

must be willing to be held accountable."
Asked whet her del egat es speaki ng about the so-called nepotism and
cronyi smshoul d be responsible for their actions, Dr Mahathir said: "If

they cause a split within the party or other adverse effects, then they
shoul d be responsible."

Dr Mahathir said this was not a formof blackmail but a rem nder to
those who might forget their responsibility.

"Then when somet hi ng happens, they say that they did not anticipate such
reactions.

"We want responsible Umo nenbers.”

But Dr Mahathir said del egates who coul d substantiate their clains about
i ssues, including cronyismand nepotism could raise the matter freely.

"If you want to bring up such matters, you must have the facts."

Asked what sort of action would be taken agai nst those who bring up
i ssues irresponsi bly, he said no action woul d be taken, but the del egates
shoul d be accountable for their actions.

Dr Mahathir said of |late, there had been sone nenbers who had spoken on
certain issues which they could not substantiate.

"This is very bad for the country and the party,"” he said, adding that
he was confident that Youth chief Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di who had said
that he woul d bring up the issues of cronyismand nepotism would do so
responsi bl y.

"I will also be responsbhile for what | say. | cannot say sonething which
will hurt the party and then say sorry."

He said he also explained to the delegates that inits efforts to
devel op the nation, the Government tried to ensure equal distribution of
weal t h.

On whet her he woul d support any notion that there should be no contest
for the president and deputy president posts in next year's party
el ections, Dr Mahathir said:

"No, | amnot in support but on the other hand | al so cannot stop them
frompresenting such a notion ... that will be quite undenocratic. | am
quite open to contest or anything like that."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about the "wi nds of change" blow ng in



Sout heast Asia which saw certain political changes in the region.
"The winds can blowin any direction they |ike but whether there should
be a change or not is also the choice of the people.™
( END)
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