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Mahat hi r - MoU
BE SERI QUS W TH MoUs, SAYS PM

By: Azman U ang

KHARTOUM My 16 (Bernama) -- Mal aysi an busi nessmen who si gned
menor anduns of understanding (MoUs) with foreign parties but were not
serious in inplenmenting themhave cone under fire fromPrinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

Dr Mahathir said the situation regardi ng busi nessmen not taking
seriously the MoUs they signed whil e acconpanying hi mon his overseas
visits had gone "too nuch to ny |iking".

Many of the MdUs signed by businessmen who followed himon his visits
to China, South America and Central Asia had not been inplenmented at all
he said at a neeting with Ml aysi an busi nessnmen who acconpani ed hi mon his
three-day visit to Sudan which ended Fri day.

Dr Mahathir also told the story of a businessnan who, after getting a
huge contract for a hydro-electrical dam not only did not carry out the
project but tried to peddle the contract to a third party.

"After obtaining this contract worth RW billion, he tried to peddle
the contract all over the country," said the prine mnister.

He said while the governnent was encouragi ng Mal aysi an busi nessnen to
i nvest overseas, they had to be always m ndful of their responsibility to
uphol d the country's good narne.

"You must always renmenber that when investing overseas, you are like
anbassadors of the country.

"You have to be good corporate citizens. O course you have to nake
money but at the sane tine you must ensure that the good nanme of Ml aysia
is upheld,” Dr Mahathir said.

He al so gave sonme tips to Ml aysi an busi nessnmen on areas to venture
into in Sudan, the largest country in Africa.

In his view, Sudan stood out as a country with vast potentials for
i nvestnent in agriculture whose products especially cattle and fruits could
easily find markets in Ml aysi a.

"Sudan has 120 nmillion head of cattle and the quality of the beef here
is very good. It would pay for Ml aysi an busi nessmen to | ook i nto sourcing
beef as well as fruits from Sudan,"” he said

As for shipping, the Prime Mnister said by increasing trade between
Mal aysi a and Sudan, nore ships from Ml aysia could call at Port Sudan and
bring goods from Sudan not only to Mal aysia but al so other ports.

Dr Mahathir also promsed to talk to Tan Sri Hassan Marican, the
presi dent and chi ef executive of Petronas whi ch now owns the Ml aysi an
I nt ernati onal Shi pping Corporation (MSC), to look into the possibility of
using river transportation to nove goods wi thin Sudan by using speci al
boats, in place of road transportation.

Petronas, the national oil conpany, is also involved in a US$3 billion
joint venture with three other conpanies for the devel opnent of Sudan's oi
i ndustry, including a 1,500-km pi peline now being laid to enabl e the
country to export oil fromJune next year.

He al so spoke of the potentials of the Nile, the world' s |longest river,
as a viable river transportation to enhance trade.

The 6,632-kmlong river runs into Sudan and several other centra
African countries and ends up in the Mediteranean

The Prime Mnister also would |ike Ml aysian conpanies to do to Sudan
what Japanese conpanies did to Ml aysi a.

He sai d Japanese conpanies created a |l ot of wealth in Ml aysia by



setting up factories which in the process greatly boosted the country's
econom ¢ devel opnent .

"This has al so nade Ml aysi a one of the biggest markets for Japanese
goods. You can hel p Sudan to grow and Sudan will be a good narket for
Mal aysi a.

"If you participate in Sudan's devel opnent and it becones richer,
Mal aysia can sell a lot of things to Sudan,"” said Dr Mahathir, who is often
dubbed as Mal aysi a's Nunber One Sal esman.
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