25/ 12/ 1998

Be thankful for tolerance and unity, says Dr Mahat hir

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said Mal aysi ans were
fortunate and shoul d be thankful that tol erance anbng them had
strengt hened and united t he people.

In his Christmas Day nessage, the Prinme Mnister said it was because of
this that the econonmic problens and attenpts to cause racial unrest had
failed to divide the people.

"Events in other countries where the economc crisis has led to cl ashes
between the followers of various religions should be viewed as a | esson.

"It is clear that the nove to reduce the disparity in the | evel of
devel opnent anong races has significantly | owered the chances of racia
tension occurring when the country is hit by a crisis."”

Dr Mahathir, who together with his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohanmed Ali wished all Ml aysian Christians a nmerry Christmas, said
nmeasures taken by the Governnent to address the econom c problens and
whi ch had received full support fromthe people, had started to yield
results. "The situation is generally much nore better than before."

Noting that Christmas could still be joyously cel ebrated, he said
Mal aysi ans of all races, religions and cultural backgrounds had the
opportunity to visit their Christian friends Iike in previous years.

"Even for Muslins who cannot have any of the food because of the fasting
month, they can still call on their friends to wish themnerry Christnas."

He said visiting one another on festive occasions coul d enhance co-
operation anmong the various races and religions, besides strengthening
har nony.
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