21 AUG 1998

BE THANKFUL, MALAYSI AN WOVEN TCLD

KANGAR, Aug 21 (Bernama) -- Women in Ml aysia shoul d be thankful that
they are now appreciated unlike during colonial tines, the prinme mnister's
wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, said today.

She said that during colonial tinmes, wonmen in rural areas were
negl ected in the health, educational and econom c aspects.

The col onial masters only gave priority to wonen in the urban areas,
she said at a neeting with | eaders of wonen's groups organi sed by the
Perlis Wves of Elected Representatives Welfare and Charity Organi sation
(Bai dunita), here.

"Many wonen in the rural areas died in childbirth during col onial
times. They were illiterate and were not encouraged to particpated in
econom ¢ activities," she said.

However, the | ot of wonmen in the country was now different and they
were assisted in various activities said Dr Siti Hasmah, who is
acconpanyi ng Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on a one-day visit to Perlis.

For exanple, she said, the Amanah | khtiar Ml aysia (AlIM had hel ped
46, 000 rural wonen in econom c activities.
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