13 JUN 1998
Ghafar-M ni sters
BE UNI TED | N FACI NG ECONOM C PROBLEMS, SAYS FORMER DEPUTY PM

KUALA LUMPUR, June 13 (Bernama) -- Former Deputy Prinme Mnister Tun
Gnhaf ar Baba today advi sed cabinet mnisters to be united in facing probl ens
especially during the current econoni ¢ downturn

"I call for a united stand not only fromthe people but al so cabi net
mnisters,” he said after | eading Umo veterans in a nmeeting | asting nore
than an hour with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, here.

He said that if a mnister was not happy about sonething the matter
shoul d be brought to the cabinet.

Once the cabi net decided on the natter, the decision should be observed
by everyone, he said.

"That's collective responsibility," he said.

Ghafar said that a split at this tine would only aggravate the
country's econom c situation.

On the neeting to find ways how Umo veterans coul d hel p the gover nnment
i n explaining current econom ¢ downturn to the people, he said a speci al
comm ttee woul d be set up for the purpose.

The five-nmenber comittee headed by hi mwoul d hold i nformation sessions
with the people as requested by Umo headquarters, he said.

"As veterans we can help to make the kanpung fol ks understand better
i ssues including the current econom ¢ downturn," he said.

Some 300 Umo veterans including Umo permanent chairman Tan Sri N nam
Shah and forner Kelantan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmad Ya' acob who i s Dewan
Negara Presi dent attended the neeti ng.
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