26/ 08/ 1998

Be wary of foreign nedia, |eaders told

SHAH ALAM Tues. - Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
rem nded party | eaders and nenbers in the State to exercise extra care
when dealing with foreign media to avoid becom ng their tools.

State Umo chi ef Datuk Abu Hassan Orar, who is also Menteri Besar, said
the Prime Mnister told themto be wary of foreign reports about the
country and the party.

The advi ce came during their hour-long cl osed-door neeting at the
Menteri Besar's residence here.

"Dr Mahathir also explained in detail the tactics enpl oyed by foreign
nmedi a and ot her foreign groups to discredit the country and | eadership by
usi ng Mal aysi ans," Abu Hassan sai d.

On Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badaw 's st at enent
yesterday that there should only be one general in the party, Abu Hassan
sai d:

"That should be the case in any organisation if it is to remain united

and strong. For Umo, this principle nust be upheld by all, especially in
these trying tinmes."
He said since Umo was the backbone of the Barisan Nasional, it was

i nperative that it remained strong and united to ensure the country's
success i n overcom ng the current econoni c probl ens.

For the sake of the country, said Abu Hassan, only the general shoul d be
al l oned to make naj or decisions regardi ng policies and directions of the
country, so as to dispel perceptions of internal problens.

"Only one person should be allowed to make deci sions, while the rest
shoul d devote their efforts towards inpl enenting the decision
successful ly.

"However, fromtine to time, there nust be discussions between the
general and ot hers," he added.
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