22/ 09/ 1998

" Behavi our of Anwar's supporters unbeconi ng'

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - Cabinet Mnisters and Menteris Besar today
unani mously criticised Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims supporters for their
unruly and rowdy behavi our follow ng his arrest |ast night.

They said their behavi our was unbecom ng and appealed to the public to
remain calmand not to listen to runours.

They al so said the Governnment would take firmaction to control the
situation should it get out of hand.

They were particularly critical of the crowd which was unruly while
gat hering outside the High Court and Sessions Court in Jalan Raja this
nmor ni ng which forced the police to fire tear gas to di sperse them

The crowd, mainly youths, had gathered as Anwar was initially expected
to be charged in court today.

Yest erday, Anwar was at two illegal assenblies, one at the National
Mosque and the other at Dataran Merdeka. He spoke to the crowd at the
nmosque and narched to the Dataran Merdeka.

Two groups of his supporters left the Dataran |ater and made their way
to Menara Datuk Onn where the Umo headquarters is | ocated. They then
mar ched towards Sri Perdana, the Prime Mnister's residence, through Jalan
Maharer u.

By 8.45pm they had gat hered about one kilonetre away fromthe road
| eading to Dr Mahathir's house. Many were carrying placards and shouti ng.
As the crowd becane unruly, Federal Reserve Unit nenbers were forced to
fire tear gas to di sperse them

Anmong t hose who criticised the action were Umo vice-president and
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi, Kel antan Menteri Besar
Dat uk Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat, Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Rami Ngah
Talib, Negri Senmbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Samad and Sel angor
Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Onar.

O hers |ike MCA president and Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Li ong Si k, Gerakan president and Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Li m Keng Yai k and Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon al so
expressed their displeasure at the devel opnent.

The | eaders al so took Anwar to task for inciting the people at the two
illegal assenblies.

"This is a very irresponsible action. Should the nation's politica
stability be jeopardi sed just because Anwar is dissatisfied over his
di sm ssal fromthe governnment and Umo, " asked Abdul | ah.

Both Rami and deputy chairman of the Penang Umo Liai son Conmittee
Dat uk Mohd Shariff Omar said Anwar had gone overboard in testing the
Governnent's tol erance.

"He has been courting arrest since his renoval fromthe Cabi net and
expul sion fromthe party. Yesterday's incident was the final straw, " Ranli
sai d.

I n def endi ng the action agai nst Anwar, |sa said he was willing to travel
nati onwi de to explain why Anwar was renoved fromthe Cabi net and expelled
from Umo.

Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob described the two
illegal assenblies as a "planned provocative act by a desperate man."

He said in a statenent that Anwar went ahead with the two assenblies
despite knowi ng that his supporters could get out of control

The | eaders are urging Mal aysians to remain calm Abu Hassan said as



justice and the truth would eventually prevail, the people, especially
Anwar's supporters, must be cal mand patient.

Dr Ling said the instigators should not get the i nnocent people into
troubl e.

"The peopl e nust remenber that the country shoul d al ways stay peacef ul
and let the lawtake its course,” Dr Ling said.

He added that many of Anwar's supporters were nmerely curious and want ed
to catch a glinpse of Anwar

"When the truth prevails, it will fade away," he said.

Gerakan's Dr Limsaid now that Anwar has been arrested, he has the
chance to fight his case in the court.

Limsaid the people should let the |aw take its course and the reason
for Anwar's renoval would be made public through the | egal course.

"W now better understand the action taken by the Prine Mnister.
Al'though it is his prerogative (to renove Anwar), he has his reasons to do
So.

"And over the days, when things have been proven in the court, people
wi |l understand further," he said.

Limsaid the about-turn of Anwar's attitude to the Prime M nister and
ot her issues "nakes us believe that Anwar is no nore rational"

"And in his haste and comm tnent to defend hinself, he does not m nd
breaki ng the I aw and creating chaos in the country. In this respect, we
must not respond to that," Limsaid.

Koh said that public safety was paranount and had to be addressed to
ensure that stability and peace in the country is naintained.

He said in a denocratic country such as Mal aysia, anyone was free to
express their views, but their action should not be to the extent that
public safety was threatened.

Deputy Transport M nister Datuk Ali Rustamagreed with the action taken
by police in arresting Anwar for the sake of public safety.

He said: "Anwar has broken the | aw by hol ding assenblies w thout a
permt and for breaking the peace. | hope the public will abide by the | aw
and not follow Anwar's group."

( END)
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