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BEI NG SMALL | S NO | MPEDI MENT TO PARTI Cl PATI NG | N MSC, SAYS PM

By: Yong Soo Heong

HANNOVER, March 22 (Bernama) -- Even if you are small, you can stil
participate in the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC) provided that you
conformwi th the objectives of the project.

This was the nmessage given by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to a broad spectrum of the German information technology (I1T)
conmpani es here at CeBit 98, the world's biggest IT fair.

The prime mnister, who wapped up his pronotion of the MSCinitiative
on Saturday, had told the woul d-be investors that the Miltinmedi a
Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) could not afford to i gnore anyone.

"You know that in this business people may start in a garage but you
wi Il never know how big they are going to be in the next 10 years.

M crosoft is one good exanple. W cannot afford to i gnore anybody," he
sai d.

The prinme minister told a packed audi ence at CeBit 98 on Friday that if
the small conpanies did come with i deas which were conpatible with the
MSC s obj ectives, they woul d be accept ed.

"W are not going to ask them how nuch capital they have and the size
of their staff and so forth. But if they conformw th the requirenents of
the MSC, we would like themto cone in. We are quite sure that they will be
able to develop their full potential at the MSC, " he said.

Later, Dr Mahathir told Mal aysian journalists that an i ncreasi ng nunber
of German IT firns have becone interested in the MSC project.

For instance, he said an official of an industry group representing
about 1,000 snmall- and nmedi umscale | T conpani es in Germany had requested
that the MDC be engaged in a constant contact with the group to di ssem nate
rel evant information which would be of interest to the conpanies.

Dr Mahathir, who took the opportunity to visit several stands at CeBit
98 on Friday and Saturday, had adnmitted that European participation in the
MSC project was rather |Iow at 12 per cent.

He said the relatively |l ow participation could probably be due to the
fact that many of themwere still not aware of the project.

But he said this was being addressed by the MDC in its push to have
nmor e European, particularly German, participation

The big German I T conmpani es |ike Sienens al ready knew about the MSC and
had al ready conme in, he said.

Physically, the MSCis a dedicated area for information technol ogy and
mul ti medi a operations neasuring 15 km by 50 kmand runs fromthe Petronas
Twin Towers to the new Kual a Lunpur International Airport.

But as for its activities, Dr Mahathir said the MSC woul d be a place of
inquiry and intellectual curiosity and gl obal hi-tech test-bed where new
mul ti medi a technol ogi es coul d be spawned and tried out for the new age
conmuni cations industry wi thout any limtations.

The MSC wil | al so be nore business-oriented in devel opi ng practica
mul ti medi a applications for comerce and to neet the business and persona
needs of the 21st century know edge worker.

During his three-day visit, Dr Mahathir met 30 chief executives of 30
top German multinedia and I T conpani es and delivered a keynote address at
the MSC I nvest ors Conference.

He al so spoke about the South East Asian economic crisis at the
Mal aysi an Ger man Busi ness Forum and hel d bilateral talks with Gernan
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The prime mnister also witnessed a signing of an agreenent between
VEI TECH Devel opnent Sdn Bhd, a whol | y-owned i nvest nent subsidiary of MDC,
and Renote Source Lighting International Inc (RSLI), an optical technol ogy
and fibre-optic lighting pioneer fromthe United States, for a US$50
mllion joint venture to produce fibre optic lighting and di splay products.

These products are used as an economical alternative to traditiona
lighting for architechtural, industrial, commercial, entertainnent and
si ghage applications.

Meanwhi l e, MDC officials will be here until the CeBit 98 fair ends on
Wednesday to pronote greater awareness on the MSC. They will al so be
visiting several hi-tech conpanies including Krone in Berlin and Deut sche
Tel econms’ "Future Lab". -- BERNANVA
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