14 NOV 1998

BERNAVA GOES | NTO AUDI Ovl SUAL NEWS PRODUCTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 14 (Bernama) -- The national news agency, Bernans,
has gone into audi o visual news production to conplenent its print news
servi ce whi ch has been in the nmarket for over 30 years.

The first Bernama visual news itemis an exclusive intervieww th Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in conjunction with the
Asi a- Paci fic Econom c¢c Cooperation (Apec) |eaders' sunmmit which Kual a Lunpur
is hosting for the first time this week.

The interviewis being supplied to all five local tel evision stations
and several foreign tv networks for broadcast on their news bulletins or as
a speci al progranme today.

Wth the launching of the service, Bernama takes the route of
establ i shed transnati onal news agenci es such as Reuters and Associ at ed
Press (AP) which have gone into tv news production to give val ue added to
their conventional news agency service.

"This is a major milestone for us," Bernama acting general manager and
editor-in-chief Syed Jam | Jaafar said today.

He said it was a natural progression for Bernama to go into AV news
production as the print nedia market in Malaysia was virtually saturated
while the electronic nmedia sector had expanded.

"Wth five, and soon six, free-to-air stations, one cable and one
satellite network operating in the country, it has becone worthwhile for
Bernama to becone a whol esaler of tv news itens," Syed Jam | said.

The five local stations are RTML, RTM2, TV3, Metrovision and NTV7 while
the cabl e operator is Mega TV and the satellite network Astro. The | MI-GT
(I ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Thail and Gowm h Triangle) tv station to be based in
Langkawi is in the inplenentation stage.

Syed Janil| said that initially, Bernama will produce up to five news
footages daily, carrying the tag line "Bernama TV', for distribution to the
| ocal tv stations and interested forei gn networks.

"The project was nooted two years ago as we exani ned vari ous avenues
for Bernama to expand its inconme base,” he said.

Bernama currently suuplies word news and still pictures to 50 newspaper
subscribers, seven electronic nedia clients and seven news agenci es.

In addition, it has 3,000 screen-based custonmers. These are peopl e who
subscribe to the Bernama real -time stock quotes and news service on
per sonal conputers.

Ber nana has al so i ntroduced various news and i nfornmati on packages on
the Internet (www. bernanma.com apart fromnaintai ning a database which
offers a wide range of sectoral reports for investors, entrepreneurs,
anal ysts and researchers. -- Bernana
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