21 SEP 1998
Ganes- d osi ng
BEST EVER COVWONWEALTH GAMES COMES TO A CLCSE ( pi x)

By: Arul Rajoo & Ruhil Amani Zainal Abidin

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 21 (Bernama) -- Queen Elizabeth tonight closed the
| ast Commonweal th Ganes of this century, hailed as the biggest and best
ever in the Games' history, in another spectacular and glittering cerenony
at the A ynpic-class National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil here.

The 16t h Commonweal th Ganes, held for the first tine in Asia, was a
first for Mal aysia and the biggest sporting event that it has ever hosted.

It was attended by 5,000 athletes and officials from70 countries with
a record nunber of 16 sports including the debut of team events.

The excellent infrastructural facilities of the various sports venues
al so drew prai se fromvarious quarters.

Australia, the 2000 A ynpics host, again energed fromthe 11-day
conpetition as the overall chanpions with 80 gold nedals. The Australians
al so set a world record through their nen's 4x200m freestyl e sw nmm ng
guartet and cane close to several nore worl d-breaking efforts.

Engl and with 36 gold nedal s was next foll owed by Canada (30) and
Mal aysi a (10).

Ri di ng on staunch and fervent crowd support and the spirited sl ogan of
"Mal aysi a Bol eh" (Mal aysia Can), the honesters achi eved their best ever
result since taking part in the Games in 1950.

As a tribute to the nation and the people for the Games success and in
recognition and appreci ation of the Mal aysi an contingent's outstanding
performance, the government declared Sept 28 as a public holiday.

"Ml aysi a prom sed us the best Ganes ever and they have delivered that
prom se, " Comonweal t h Ganes Federation chai rman M chael Fennell said
during the Ganmes' closing cerenmony at the 100, 000-seat National Stadiumin
Bukit Jalil here which was packed to capacity tonight.

Ganes organi sing chairman Gen (R) Tan Sri Hashim Mohd Ali said in his
cl osi ng speech that "we lived up to our expectations and our prom ses. The
best Ganes ever and we all saw it here in Kuala Lunpur."

Among the highlights of the col ourful cerenpbny was the handi ng over of
the Conmmonweal th Ganes Federation (CGF) flag to Manchester, the host of the
next Ganes in 2002.

Queen Elizabeth, who is also on a four-day State visit to Ml aysia, was
driven into the 100, 000 capacity stadi umacconpani ed by the Yang di - Pertuan
Agong Tuanku Ja' afar in an open black |inmousine followed by the Duke of
Edi nburgh, Prince Philip, and the Raja Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Najihah in a
simlar vehicle.

The British national anthem "God Save The Queen" was played foll owed by
Mal aysi a' s nati onal anthem " Negaraku" (My Country).

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad, Commonweal th Ganes
Federation (CGF) chairman M chael Fennell, Sukom N nety-Ei ght Berhad
executive chairman Gen (R) Tan Sri Hashi m Mohd Ali, cabinet ninisters and
foreign dignitaries attended the four-and-the-half-hour cerenony beaned
"l'ive" worl dwi de.

Mal aysia is the second devel opi ng country after Jammica in 1966 to have
organi sed t he Ganes.

The cl osi ng cerenony was preceded by the | ast day of the track and
field conpetition. The Queen, who had earlier visited the National Sports
Conpl ex took tine-off to watch the nen's 1,500mfinals and presented nedal s
to the winners of the 4X100m nen's rel ay.

Li ke the opening cerenony, the closing was another festival of song and



dance that began with a rousing performance by a conbi ned school brass band
fromJohor, Negeri Senbilan, Sel angor and Kual a Lunpur followed by an
upbeat song fromlocal artist Jay Jay to get the crowd in a sw ngi ng nood

Next was the presentation by Manchester City where the English hosts
paraded their nost fanous son, fornmer England and Manchester United great,
Sir Bobby Charlton, who "took the cerenobny to Manchester Gty".

The attention was then glued to the big screen for the "live"
presentation via satellite fromthe heart of the English city where
thousands of its citizens greeted their Ml aysian counterparts.

Fromthe city of the world' s fanous football club, CGF President Prince
Edwar d congratul ated Mal aysia for hosting a wonderful Ganes, saying that
t he Mal aysi an peopl e should be proud of it.

"Manchester hosted the 1934 Ganes and now we wel cone everyone to
Manchester for the first Ganmes in the next nmillennium" he said.

The 15-minute presentation included songs fromthe group New Order,

vi deo-clippings of the city's interesting sites and its people view on the
2002 Ganes.

There was al so a nessage fromBritish Prine Mnister Tony Blair who
said that the year 2002 would be a very exciting year "as the biggest
sporting event in the newmllenniumw Il take place."

"W wel cone you to be part of it," he said.

Singers Siti Nurhaliza and Noraniza lIdris then took to the stage and
had the crowd tapping and swaying with a series of songs for the
traditi onal dances of dikir barat and zapin

This was followed by the marching in of the flag bearers and three
at hl etes each fromeach country and the corps of thousands of vol unteers
known as Nadi 98 (Pul se of 98) who were central to the success of the
Ganes.

The CGF flag was | owered to the Ganes' thene song "Forever As One" and
it was trooped round the track before it was handed over to Fennell

In an exchange of noment oes between the outgoing and future hosts,
Hashi m presented two specially handcrafted "rebana ubi" (traditional giant
drum) to Manchester 2002 Organi sing Comm ttee chairman Robert Hough.

Fennel |l then handed the flag to Kuala Lumpur mayor, Tan Sri
Kamaruzzaman Shariff, who in turn presented it to his Manchester
count erpart, Gordon Conquest.

The Queen, in her closing declaration, called upon all sportsnen and
sportswonen to assenble in the next four years in Manchester to celebrate
the 17th Comobnweal th Ganes and to continue the spirit of unity.

Fi reworks burst into sky as soon as Queen Elizabeth declared the Ganes
cl osed.

Soon after the royal guests and other VIPs |eft the formal cerenony,
the athletes, officials and volunteers partied on in the stadiumas a
two- hour concert featuring top | ocal singers and international acts, Donna
Lewis and Irish group, Corrs, got under way.

Among t he | ocal s who sang on the huge "rebana ubi"-shaped stage were
Sheila Majid, Anelina, Any, Zamani, Sal eem and groups Rai han and KRU
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