24/ 10/ 1998

"Betrayers who work with external forces

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad yest erday branded as betrayers Ml aysi ans
who col | aborated with external forces to snear the country's i mage and
destroy its econony.

"Loyal Mal aysians will not collaborate with these people. Ml aysi ans who
col |l aborate with these people, who seek hel p fromour enem es have
certainly betrayed the nation," he said.

Dr Mahathir was referring to the actions of currency traders, short-term
investors in the Kuala Lunmpur Stock Exchange, rating agencies such as
Moody's as well as Standard and Poor's and the Western nedia which clearly
i ndi cated that they wanted to destroy Malaysia's econonmy so that it would
be forced to follow their dictates

"Are they patriots when they go to other countries to tarnish the inmage
of their own country, to obtain support from people who | ook down on the
nation's | egal process and i ndependence?

"W shoul d conpare these coll aborators with the rakyat who have
contributed to the Dana Khas Negara that to date has coll ected RVB4. 8
mllion.

"This ambunt is not substantial conpared to the billions that will be
required to revitalise the economy. But it reflects the loyalty, the sense
of responsibility and the patriotismof the rakyat of Ml aysia.

"On behal f of the Governnment, | would like to say a big thank you."

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians of all races and religi ons denonstrated
their patriotismin the 1998 Conmonweal th Ganmes whi ch ended on Sept 21

"Unfortunately, there were sonme quarters that attenpted to show foreign
visitors and nedia that Ml aysia was not as peaceful as reflected in
Sukom

"The denonstrations that were held were ained at instigating the police
so that they would react firmy to enforce the law. This then gave the
foreign nmedia the opportunity to broadcast repeatedly on tel evision
Mal aysi a' s apparent negative points.

"The foreign nedia used the footages of the protests and denonstrations
in this beloved country of ours 24 hours a day and every day," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the aimof the foreign nedia who were supported by
certain quarters in the country was to nmake the world [ ook down on
Mal aysi a.

He said they al so wanted to di scourage tourists and foreign traders from
com ng to Mal aysia, causing hotels, shops and small and big traders to
| ose noney.

"I'n that way, our econonic recovery will be even nore difficult to
achi eve and confusion may reign."

Dr Mahathir said those who felt that the | eadership of the country
shoul d be changed shoul d do so through the el ectoral process.

“In this country, unlike in sonme other countries, the opposition party
is free to stand for elections and formthe governnent," he said.
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