25 SEP 1998
Donpok- El ecti on
BETTER TO HAVE STATE ELECTI ON DURI NG GOOD WEATHER CONDI TI ONS - DOVPCK

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 25 (Bernama) -- Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok said today it will be better if the next state election is held when
the weat her conditions in Sabah are good.

He feared that the smooth conduct of the el ection process m ght be
affected if the election was called during the La N na weat her phenonenon,
which is expected to hit Sabah next nonth.

It was reported that La Nina would bring exceptionally high rainfal
causi ng massive floods particularly in Sabah and Sarawak and the east coast
states in Peninsul ar Mal aysi a.

"I f possible, we do not want to have the el ection during the flood
season as it will affect canmpaigning and polling," he told reporters after
| aunching a state-|evel science and technol ogy pronotional progranme, here.

Donpok, who is al so Sabah Bari san Nasional (BN) chief, was comenting
on a statenent by El ection Conm ssion chairman Datuk Harun Di n yesterday
that the conmi ssion would be nore confortable if the election was held in
fine weat her conditions.

The nmandate of the current State Legislative Assenbly expires on March
18.

Donpok said he did not discuss about the election with Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad when he was in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.
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