18/ 01/ 1998
Beware of “m ddl emen' civil servants, ACA warns (HL)

Jal i na Joheng

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Heads of governnent departnent have been advised to
take a serious view of the presence of "m ddl enen” in their ranks as it
woul d only encourage graft in transacti ons between the private sector and
t he Government.

Anti - Corruption Agency director-general Datuk Shafee Yahaya gave the
advice followi ng the arrest | ast year of 31 such "m ddl enen” - nine
governnent officers and 22 nenbers of the public.

Wil e he did not disclose details of the cases, or reveal if any of them
had been charged i n court, he want ed departnment heads to exerci se greater
vi gil ance over the staff especially those having cl ose contacts with the
public.

He said: "Heads of departnent nust be wary of their officers, who may
seeni ngly be ai ding the public, but actually peddling their superiors'
nanes to ask for noney fromthe public and private sector."

Apart frombringing the full weight of the newWly enforced Anti -
Corruption Agency Act 1997 on the m ddl enen, Shafee proposed to take the
matter a step further.

"I will refer the matter for the attention of the managenent integrity
comm ttees which were set up following a directive by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad early this year."

The conmittees, which are headed by director-generals and secretaries-
general, were set up with the ai mof identifying weaknesses in their
procedures which could | ead to corruption.

In a Press statement today, Shafee said under the new Act, the mniddl enen
woul d recei ve the sanme puni shnent as the bribe giver or taker.

This, he said, was to underscore howthe | awregarded their actions as
equal |y devastatingtothe integrity and efficiency of the governnent
admi ni strative machinery.

"They will face the mandatory prison termof 14 days or up to a maxi hrum
of 20 years, and a mininumfine of RMLO, 000 or five tines the val ue of the
bri be, whi chever is higher," he said.

He believed the services of the mddl enen were in demand because of the
i ntense conpetition by individuals and conpani es to obtain fast approval s
for their pernmits or |icences.

"I'n principle, the engagenent of agents is not wong under the law, if
the service provided did not contravene the regul ations and | aws of the
country," said Shaf ee.

Unfortunately, he said, there are individuals and conpani es who
over zeal ousl y sought special treatnment fromthe authorities for their
proj ects.

"These i ndi vidual s and conpani es woul d seek t he m ddl enren, who woul d
gi ve themwhat they want, usually with bribery being invol ved.

"We take a serious viewof such activities as it will only encourage
graft in transactions between the private and public sectors," he said.

Shaf ee said there should not be any need for the mddlemen if the spirit
of Mal aysi a | ncorporated was practised faithfully by governnent of ficers.

Inthis context, the ACA advi sed the public and private sectors to avoid
usi ng m ddl emen or consultancy firns that demand cof fee noney to
"snoot hen" their dealings with governnment agenci es.

"Those who have been asked to cough out noney to speed up approvals for
their permts or licences should report to the ACA as soon as possi ble,"



he sai d.
( END)
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