23/10/ 1998

Beware the foreign trap

A MALAYSI AN, gravely concerned about the flagrantly bi ased western nedi a
reports on the country, hit the nail on the head in aletter to aloca
newspaper early this nmonth. He said that "international opinion is working
overtime to portray Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mas an aggri eved under dog
bullied by the overbeari ng m ght of the Mal aysian State."

But he is now"starting to wonder if, intrying to do so, outsiders have
| ost all sense of proportion and are giving Mal aysi a exactly the same
treatment they accuse the country of nmeting out to Anwar." This reader is
not al one in having such feelings. Sone | ocals would venture to say,
however, far fromhaving | ost their sense of proportion, the western nedi a
and sone foreign groups appear to have their own hi dden agenda. For
instance, arecent report deliberately tw sted the facts by i nsinuating
that Malaysiais not using the respite fromcapital controls to pursue
good policies. It alleges that Mal aysia "appears nore interested in
repression" than in econonic reform

Couldit be, as Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d on
Wednesday, that these foreigners are out to achi eve a specific ainf? By
nmounti ng an i ntensi ve propaganda agai nst the Mal aysi an Governnent in the
run-up to the trial of Anwar fixed for Nov 2-14 and sendi ng observer
groups, purportedly to ensure afair trial, aren't they exerting pressure?
It isclear that they are attenpting to put the Ml aysi an Gover nment and
the judiciary ontrial with the hope of getting a decision favourable to
them A desperate bid was even nade to intim date the presiding judge
earlier this nonth.

The foreigners out to underni ne Mal aysi a choose to i gnore the | oca
situation, in that the country needs peace and order to pursue its
econom ¢ recovery neasures effectively. Wth the stinmul us neasures so far
sonme sectors are al ready begi nning to show encour agi ng si gns of recovery.
The country nmust not be distracted fromfocusing onits vital economnic

agenda.
On Anwar's case, tinme and agai n the peopl e have been urged not to
assenble illegally, tolet the due process of the |awtake its course and

| et the court decide. But the denonstrations, particularly inthe Federal
Capital, went on regardl ess. The organi sers and denonstrators are
obviously testing the pati ence of the | awenforcers, blatantly ignoring
t he grave danger of jeopardi sing public order. Needl ess to say, business
can be disrupted and certainly the public at large is greatly

i nconveni enced.

Knowi ng the politically-charged at nmosphere surroundi ng the case and the
great interest init, the judiciary went out of its way to assure the
public that judgnent will be nade wi thout fear or favour. Judge Augusti ne
Paul in issuing the gag order on all relating to Anwar's guilt or
i nnocence is clearly aware of the heavy task before him This is
mani fested in his statement that he i s acutely aware of the nmillions of
judges out there and justice nust not only be done but seen to be done

Dr Mahat hir's advice to Mal aysi ans not to di snmss the econom ¢ di nensi on
of politics should be heeded. Undoubtedly, the people do not want to see
massi ve denonstrations and t he overt hrow of the Governnent, w th many
lives | ost and nuch suffering, and the country opened up to uni npeded
entry of foreigninvestors to take control of the conpani es. W nmust never
fall into the trap set by the nation's detractors.
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