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Bi ased reporting only confirns Western nedi a's hi dden agenda

Har dev Kaur

JAPANESE j ournal i sts were invited by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad to
visit Malaysia and to see things for thensel ves. They were told not to
blindly "trust CNN or CNBC'.

The Prine Mnister said: "I believe the Japanese peopl e believe thereis
continuous rioting in Malaysia and it is a dangerous place to goto."

Dr Mahat hir assured themthat Mal aysi a was as safe as ever, arguing that
"you cannot only cone to Mal aysi a but you can do busi ness there, you can
invest there with legitimate profits”.

"They (CNN and CNBC) have a different agenda and they tell lies to
pronote their agenda," he added.

Thi s concl usi on was evi dent when CNN, the Atl ant a-based news
organi sation, filedits report on Dr Mahathir's speech at the Second Tokyo
I nternational Conference on African Devel opment (TICADI1).

The CNN news report, nmonitored i n Tokyo, nentioned that Dr Mahathir had
criticised its neighbours, nmaking I ndonesia and the Philippines as the
target.

The CNN report said the criticismwas in response to Philippine
Presi dent Joseph Estrada's and | ndonesi an Presi dent B.J. Habibie's
reported intentions not to attend the Apec sunmit in Kual a Lunpur next
nmont h.

The reports had apparently taken the Prime M nister's speech at Tl CAD
out of context and drew their own concl usions. Even the BBC made t he sanme
concl usi on.

The CNN report was based on Dr Mahathir's speech, in which he spoke of
"w despread poverty and depression", adding "where before there was weal th
and pl enty, where before there was political and social stability, we see
today extremne deprivation, turnoil and utter confusion.

"CGover nnent s whi ch bef ore had engi neerd miracl es of econoni ¢ devel opnent
are now bei ng overthrown and repl aced wi th Governments whi ch can do no
better".

The Prine Mnister had, in fact, nerely stated a fact about current
devel opnents in the region.

There were no specific references and criticisnms of any specific
country. He did not single out I ndonesia and the Philippines.

But CNN and CNBC reports in recent weeks had actual |y focused on the
econom ¢ devastation in the region. Does CNN deny that there is "no
wi despr ead poverty and depressi on" in Southeast Asia and "the Philippines
and I ndonesia" - the two countries that it mentioned inits report?

Peopl e are dying. CNN' s own reports have shown people resorting to
desperat e neans to obtain food supplies. Eating cats and scavengi ng for
food in the garbage heaps. Such negative potrayal of hardshi p woul d not
help at all.

Since Dr Mahathir had not criticised the two countries, what thenis the
pur pose of taking his speech out of context?

Was it to create nore tension in the region? Was it to underm ne the
rel ati onshi p bet ween these countries so as to underm ne Asean? | s there,

t hen, not a hi dden agenda i n this whol e exercise?

The Western nedi a speak of being fair. Not only are they not being fair,
they are al so inaccurate and of fer just one side of the story and
ar gurent .

When CNBC convened a panel di scusson on nmedi a coverage of the "crisis in



Mal aysi a", they chose to be "unfair"” and di d not sel ect any panel nmenber
fromanong the Mal aysi an nedi a.

They had panelists from Si ngapore, Bangkok and Hong Kong. Yet the
di scussi on focused on Mal aysia. Is this not a clear case of deliberate
bi as?

The freedomof the Press that they profess should go hand in hand with
accuracy. This is the | east they can do.

But this does not seemto be the case as evidenced fromtheir reports
and comment ari es.

They cannot bl ame anyone for concl udi ng that they have an agenda. "They
too are notivated by greed and t he power they wi eld has corrupted them
absol utely,"” Dr Mahathir said.

Before | eaving for hone, he told a Press conference that Mal aysia had in
the | ast year or so, and particularly in the |l ast two nonths, "received
fairly bad coverage".

In his opening renmarks at the Press conference at the Japan Nati onal
Press Club in Tokyo, Dr Mahathir said he wel coned the opportunity to
explain the situation as "we do not seemto be able to do anything right".

He hoped the nmedi a woul d gi ve hi mthe same kind of treatnment that they
had gi ven t hose who wer e agai nst the Governnent. Press freedomshoul d
entail being "fair to both sides".

As much as the Government was expected to be fair to everyone, "the
Press should al so be fair to us and to those who are agai nst us. |In that
way everyone will have the benefit of knowing the facts ... rather than
slanted views".

Dr Mahathir told the Press conference that the "nedi a has deci ded t hat
t he Governnent of Malaysia is bad, wong and, on top of that, you have
gi ven the wrong evi dence".

Cting an exanple, he said, inmages were repeated over and over again
giving the i npression that there were continuous riots in Ml aysi a.

Simlarly, eachtine President Bill Cinton was nentioned, he was shown
huggi ng (Moni ca) Lew nsky.

It woul d appear that dinton was constantly huggi ng Lewi nsky but that
coul d have happened once.

( END)
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